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PBEFACE. 



TsE object of this little publication is, to furnish tho 
Universalist community with a Tract that can be given or 
loaned to a neighbor in return for a similar favor. I iiave 
been repeatedly called upon by my friends, especially in sea- 
sons of great religious excitement, for something containing 
the outlines of our system of faith and practice, but was 
never able to afford any thing but a bound volume, or a little 
Tract of four or eight leaves — the latter containing, princi- 
pally, quotations of Scripture favoring the doctrine which 
Universalists profess, leaving wholly unnoticed those numer- 
ous passages used in proof of a widely different sentiment. 
Many of these passages I have tried briefly to explain, in 
order to clear away the rubbish for a permanent foundation* 
I have written for the eyes and understanding of common 
men seeking for Truth. If I have expressed myself so at 
to be comprehended by them, 'tis well. If not, I regret it. 
To all such is this little publication respectfully and affec- 
tionately dedicated, with a sincere prayer that it may bo 
instrumental in dispelling darkness from the mind, and in 
leading the soul to that fountain of living waters of which 
a a man drink he shall never thirst. 

G. W. Q. 
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SALVATION OF CHRIST. 
CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION TKSTDfONT OP MOSES TESTDCONT 

OF THE APOSTLES. 

As the '* Great Salvation" is the most common, 
and at the same time, the most important subject 
contained in the Gospel, I have concluded to intro- 
duce it as the leading theme of what I may have to 
say to the reader in this little book. A brief analy- 
sis of its nature and object, is my purpose. And 
now, kind friend, whoever thou art, as we are stand- 
ing upon the very threshold of our subject, let me 
just say before we enter that I shall essentially differ 
from most Chiistian sects in relation to the matter 
now imder consideration ; but I would have you 
bear in mind, as we pass along, that this difference 
of sentiment has not grown out of a want of kind- 
ness or charity toward other denommations : for 
some of the best and most valued friends the writer 
has on earth, are members of other churches. The 
difference between us is simply the result of honest 
convictions ; and when you reflect that Universalists 
differ no more from other sects than they do from 
us, I am certam you will peruse, with a candid, and 
I hope, an unprejudiced mind, what you m^ find 
herem inscribed. So much in the portal. If you 
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have no objections we will now enter our hiinable 
habitation. 

I have said that Universalists differ from most 
Christian sects, concerning the subject now under 
consideration. I come now to add that they diflfer 
from them in two particulars. First, in relation to 
its nature; and second, in relation to its extent. And 

First, in relation to its nature. 

The '* beloved disciple" of our Lord, once de- 
clared — '* We have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 
world." * Now as God sent his Son to be the 
Savior of the world, the world must have been, 
either actually suffering some evil, or exposed to 
some evil ; otherwise there could have been nothing 
for him to save it from. The question then arises, 
what evil was the world suffering, or to what evil 
was it exposed, from which Christ came to save it ? 
This is an important question. Let us proceed cau- 
tiously to answer it. 

There is a passage in the old Westminster Cate- 
chism which reads as follows : ''By the fall, man- 
kind lost communion with Gk)d, fell under his wrath 
and curse, and so were made liable to all the miser- 
ies of this Hfe, to death itself, and to the pains of 
hell forever.'' Now I think that I am stating what 
is strictly true, when I say that a majority of the 
Christian world profess to believe that mankind are 
exposed to an endless hell in eternity, and that 
Christ came into this world, not to save them from 
'* the miseries of this life," nor from " death itself" 
but from the "pains" of this hell. 

« First Geneial EpisOe John, iv : li. 



IimODUCTION. 7 

Lei us now query a moment. Suppose there is 
a burning hell in the eternal world ; who made it ? 
Why, God, for he made jlll things that the wide 
universe contains. And who is God ? He is the 
Supreme Good, for Gx>d and Good are corelative 
terms. *' He is a Being," says Dr. A. Clark, a learned 
commentator of the Methodist denomination, '' who 
from his infinite wisdom cannot err nor be deceived, 
and who from his infinite goodness can do nothing 
but what is eternally just, right and kind'' Such a 
Being as this create an endless hell 1 Well, what 
was his object in creating this place of misery ? 
What did he want of it ? Why, he wanted it to 
punish wicked sinners in. What, create a hell to 
punish wicked sinners in, and then, himself, assume 
the form of man, — come into this world of sin — 
be harassed, persecuted, and finally put to death 
upon the cross between two thieves, and all to save 
these very sinners from going into the place of pun- 
ishment he had prepared for them ? Is it a dictate 
of ** wisdom " for God to create a place of punish- 
ment Jbr wicked men and then institute means to 
prevent them fiom occupying this place ? This 
would be pulling down with one hand what he had 
built up with the other. We should have a veiy 
poor opinion of the wisdom of that man who should 
go to great pains to erect a dwelling for the accom- 
modation of a certain tenant, and as soon as it was 
fairly finished use every endeavor to prevent that 
tenant from occupying it. 

Again, Dr. Clarke says, that ** God is a Being, 
who from his infimitk goodness can do nothing but 
what is eternally right, just and kind.*' And yet 
this God did create man liajble to all the miseries of 
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this life, to death itself and to the eternal pains of 
an endless hell which he had ordained in the coun- 
sels of heaven from before the foundation of the 
world. Is there a manifestation of the least particle 
of goodness here ? It may be right, it may be just 
for my Father in heaven to bring me into being — 
ordain the circumstances in which I should move and 
then entail endless suffering, as a necessary conse- 
quence of my earthly existence ; but who can say 
it is KIND ? Were I now undergoing the horrid 
agonies which are ascribed to that place of woe, it 
seems to me that I should look up to the regions of 
fehcity and ask, in the language of the immortal 
Young — 

" Father of mercies ! Why from silent earth 
Did*st thou awake, and curse me into birth ? 

« « j» * « 

Puak into being a reverse of Thee, 
And animate a chd with mwcry " — 

. for it would have been infinitely more Jdnd in the 
Divine Being to have permitted his creatures to 
remain a cold clod of unconscious earth during 
the boundless ages of eternity, than to constitute 
them what they are, and leave them exposed to the 
miseries of eternity, with a certain knowledge of their 
final doom. 

But say you ** God did not create them liable to 
the pains of hell ; — he made them * hpright,' and 
by the fall they were made the subjects of sin and 
misery.*' Very well — were they themselves the 
cattle of their fall ? "Why, no, not exactly," say 
you. " The devil tempted them, and they yielded." 
Then it follows that the c?^/, together with their yield- 
ing disposition was the cause of their liability to the 
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pains of hell. Who, then, created the deyil ? We 
suppose he was created by God ; for according to 
the most popular sentiment of the day, he was once 
an ** angel of light." And who gave our first par- 
/nts that yielding disposition ? God ; for he created 
them just as the serpent found them when he came 
into the garden. Well, did not God know when he 
created the serpent and when he gave our first 
parents their being and faculties what would be the 
final result ? Yes. Then I repeat, I can not per- 
ceive the least shadow of a shade of either jtisiice, 
riffhteozisness, or kindness, in the character of my 
God ; to say nothing of his goodness. 

**Ah," but say you, again — "He has not left 
us entirely without help. He has sent his dear Sod. 
to die for the world, and to prepare the way where- 
by we may be saved." But, my friend, I can not 
perceive that this consideration changes the com- 
plexion of the subject in the least. You say that 
God has thrown open the door of salvation. But 
did he not know that millions upon millions of the 
human family, would never enter that door — yea, 
that a gr^at portion of the world would never hear 
of, nor see that door in the present state of being ?^ 
— or in other words, did he not know when he 
" sent the Son to be the Savior of the world,** that 
the means would never accomplish the end in view ? 
Most certainly. For, according to Dr. Clarke, God 
is a Being, ** who from his infinite wisdom can never 
err nor be deceived," He was not deceived, then, 
when he sent Jesus into this world. He knew, for 
a positive certainty, that millions of the poor heathen 
in benighted countries would never even hear his 
name mentioned — while thousands upon thousands 
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in Ghnsdan lands would reject his Gospel, persecute 
his religion, deny his salvation, and, at last, go down 
to the regions of the damned, to suffer the pains of 
that hell to which he made them liable. I say 
again^ then, that I can perceive no ray of goodness, 
mercy nor kindness beaming forth from the char- 
acter of my Father in heaven, if this be him. 

But to return. AU I have thus far said is predi- 
cated on that little quotation from the Westminster 
Catechism. But you must remember that that 
good old primer is one thing, and the Bible quite 
another. Now it so happens that the BiUe nowhere 
even intimates 4;hat mankind by the fall were made 
liable to ^e pains of hell forever. Let me beseech 
of the reader to take his Bible and turn to the first 
chapters of Genesis and read for himself. To be 
sure you will find our first parents violating the 
commands of God. But what was the penalty^ 
Was it the pains of hell in eternity ? Not a single 
word of the kind. To the serpent God said — "Be- 
cause thou hast done this thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field : iipon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all 
Ahe days of thy life. And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed. It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel." Now you perceive that even the 
devil, himself, God did not threaten with the pains 
of hell in eternity I No, he did not so much as al- 
lude to another state of being, in announcing his 
punishment. 

" To Adam he said, cursed is the ground for thy 
sake : ^not cursed 2iXtthou) in sorrow shalt thou eat 
of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
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titles shall it bring forth to tkee ; and thou shah 
eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust 
thou art and unto dust shalt thou return." * Not 
that he should be consigned to the pains of an end- 
less hell. 

Again : look at the case of Cain. He was guilty 
of an exceedingly wicked crime. In cool blood he 
murdered a beloved brother. What was the penal-- 
tyf "And now thou art curspd from the earthy 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand. When thou tillest the ground 
it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength. 
A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in th$ 
earth: f Not an intimation that there were pains 
reserved for him in another toorld as a punishment 
for this crime. We are certain of this, from the fact 
that Cain despaired in view of tlie above sentence— 
and said, " my punishment is greater than I can 
bear ;" ** for it shall come to pass that every one 
that findeth me shall slay me."J But what is this 
in comparison with the suflferings of endless wi*etch- 
edness ? If God had positively assured him of his 
liability to endure those pains in another world, he 
would not have even thought ^ the punishi^eiit 
which was actually pronounced against him and 
which was limited to this state of being. 

I therefore repeat, that the Bible nowhere even 
inlaraates that " mankind by the fall were made lia- 
ble to the pains of hell forever." So it follows that 
Christ came not into this world to save them from 

• Gen. iU: 14—19. + Gen. fvi 11, 18. t xUi: 14. 
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such pains. Now here seems to be a grand errmr 
with Christians. They almost umversally beheve 
that the Salvation of Christ is a salvation from the 
endless miseries of the eternal world ; when no such 
sentiment was ever taught either l5y him or his 
primitive disciples. It is very common at the pres- 
ent time for ministers with prayers and tears to ex- 
hort the people to repent of their sins and embrace 
Christ. What reason is given? Why, that they 
may secure their souls' salvation — or salvation from 
the pains of hell in eternity. But no such reason is 
given in the New Testament for repentance. The 
word hell is nowhere coupled with that of repent- 
ance, in all the instructions, preaching and exhorta- 
tions of Christ and his apostles from beginning to 
end. 

John came preaching repentance — saying, ** Re- 
pent ye — ^repent ye." Why; because they were 
exposed to miseries in another world ? No—'* For 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Meaning that 
spiritual kingdom which Jesus came to establish in 
the hearts and affections of men, and which was 
'* righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
In a short time Christ came and taught repentance ; 
and he gave precisely the same reason — ** Repent 
and believe the gospel, for the kingdom of Gtxi is 
come unto you." 

As this subject is one of great importance, the 
reader will beaf with me if I spend a little time to 
show more conclusively that the Father did not send 
the Son to save the world from the pains of a hell 
in eternity. Let me then subjoin the following con- 
siderations. 

I. The ancient Pn^hets frequently spoke of a 
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Savior — a Eenleemer; but nowhere do they de- 
clare that the object of his mission to the earth 
would be the salvation of men from the pains of 
hell. The following are some of the scriptures 
which refer to Jesus, and the influence of his 
Gospel. 

** And so all Israel shall be saved ; as it is writ- 
ten, there shall come out of Zion a Deliverer, and 
shall turn awajp ungodliness from Jacob."* **I 
will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation to the ends of the earth."f 
** And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid ; and the -calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together ; and a little child shaS 
lead them. * * * * They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters ^ 
cover the sea.^J " There was given hun dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations 
and languages should serve him ; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed." § "In this mountain will 
the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees — of fat things 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 
And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the vail that is 
spread over all nations. He will swallow up death 
in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away ah 

*Isfi. Ux : 20, and Rom. xi : 26. f Isa. xlix : 6 
tlaa,xi:5— 9. §Dan.va:14 
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tears from off all faces ; and the rebske of his peo* 
pie shall he take away from off all the earth, for 
the Lord God hath spoken it.** * 

But my limits forbid a more extended reference 
These quotations are a sample of the general in- 
structions of the Old Testament concerning the 
promised Messiah. And we see nothing in them 
which in the least favors the sentiment that the 
object of his mission into this world was to save 
men from the sufferings in store for them in an- 
other. And it does seem to me that if men had 
been exposed to the agonies of a place of never 
ending torment by God, and that Jesus was to be 
sent down from heaven to save them from this 
place, the ancient prophets would have known some- 
thing of the matter, and would have acquainted the 
world with this important truth. There is no ac- 
counting for their marked silence upon this subject, 
• if they knew any thing at all of the matter. For it 
is of greater moment than all others united. What 
are the sorrows and sufferings of this world, even if 
they are constantly endured for four score years and 
ten, when compared with endless pains ? Anid yet 
the ancient servants of God were constantly alluding 
to the former, while they never so much as once 
mentioned the latter. 

II. The reader is aware that the words hell — end- 
less hell — eternal hell, d:c., dtc. — are very frequently 
used at the present day by the professed disciples 
of God, especially in times of great religious excite- 
ment, when alluding to the miseries of another 
world, and urging the people to seek their soul's 

» Lwu XXV : &— 8. 
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salration. Nqjr, if Christ and his apostles had en- 
tertained the same sentiments concerning the future, 
and the existence of this place of woe that the above 
noentioned ministers do, is it not reasonable to sup- 
pose that they would have constantly warned the 
people of the danger they were in ? Would they 
not have dwelled continually upon this subject, leav- 
ing all others as of minor and secondary moment ? 
No man — no Christian can for a single moment har- 
bor the thought that Jesus and his apostles could 
have had a positive knowledge of the terrible danger 
to which mankind were exposed, and not in every 
sermon they preached, in every exhortation they 
made, and in every conversation they had with the 
people, have continually and without ceasing, re- 
minded their fellow mortals of the startling truth. 

But, says the reader, did they not ? Let us look 
at this subject. And we will begin with John, the 
precursor of Christ. He came to prepare the way , 
of the Lord and make his paths straight. He 
preached to the people ; he warned the people ; and 
It is said of him that he was sentK>f God to bear vni" 
ness unto the truth. Now, if it had been tnie that 
men were made liable to the pains of hell, and that 
Jesus was coming to save them from these pains, 
would not John have attested to this truth ? But 
does he? No: The word hell did not once fall 
from his lips. In all that he said concerning the 
Savior — his Gospel, and his salvation — he did not 
mention it so mudi as once. 

2. Paul. This individual stood at the head of 
the primitive Christians, for activity, zeal and learn 
ing. He was the author of nearly all the Nei^ 
Testament, with the exception of the Gospel by thA 
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four evangefists. The Epistle to the RomaAs, 1 
and 2d Corinthians, Gkillatians, Ephesians, PhiHi 
pians, Collossians and Thessalonians — ^all came frc^ 
his hand, besides his letters to Timothy, Titus, Phil- 
omon and to the Hebrews. Moreover, it is declared 
that he was called by Christ as a ** minister and a 
witness." And who can say that, if Paul had 
known any thing of the subject of a hell in another 
world, he would have failed to set it forth in its true 
light — ^in language, too, that could not have been 
misimderstood ; especially to those young evangel- 
ists, Timothy and Titus? In instructing them in 
the duties of their office, would he have failed to 
convince them that there was a place of eternal tor- 
ment, and that the great object of their ministay 
would be to save men from that place ? And yet 
the word hell is not to be found in all his writings. 
He was the author of fourteen books of the New 
Testament, and says positively in Acts 20 : 27, " I 
have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God;" and yet he had not for once- mentioned 
the word hell. This is tmlj astonishing, if he knew 
positively that the salvation of Christ was a salva^ 
tion from the pains of that place. One of two things 
must be true : either Paul was imfaithful, or he had 
no knowledge of the existence of any such place. 
The former can not be true, for he says absolutely 
that he had declared all the counsd of God, 

Ministers in our day know very much more about 
hell than Paid knew. Some of their sermons are 
JUled mth U, I knew a man once to use the word 
hell forty-six times in a single sermon. Would they 
not do well to copy a little mwe after Paul's method 
in preaching ? To be more particular in relation to 
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this indiyiduars writings, I would remark, that there 
are four words in our common version of the New 
Testament, rendered Jiell, viz : Shed, BiadeSj Tarta- 
rus and Gehenna, 

Now, the reader may say that though the Eng- 
lish word hell does not occur in the productions of 
Paul, these original words do occur, and are trans- 
lated by some other words having the same signifi- 
cations. You are laboring under a mistake. Let 
me state the facts. Sheol never occurs, of course, 
as it is a Hebrew wprd, in all Paul's writings, nor 
Tariartis nor Gehenna. Hades occurs once, and but 
once, and then it is rendered grave. See 1 Cor. xv : 
64, 66. **So when this corruptible shall have put 
on incorruption, and this mortal immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written. 
Death is Swallowed up in victory. O, death where 
is thy sting ? 0, grave {hades, hell) where is thy vic- 
tory V* Here Paul had no reference to a place of 
misery in eternity, but spoke of the literal grave. 
And what is more comforting and consoling to the 
mind, instead of using hades as a place where the 
souls of human beings would be retained and tor- 
mented forever, he here plainly demonstrated the 
truth that all men will finally be delivered from it. 
See 22d verse, where he declares that " as in Adam 
all die,' even so in Christ shall all be made alive." 
Reader, let this great truth be now and forever im- 
pressed upon your mind, viz : That this, the most 
zealous f active, devout and learned of all the early 
apostles of Jesus Christ, never mentioned either of 
the original words translated hell but once in all his 
writings, and then he had no allusion to another 
world, but spake of the Uteral grave. 
2 ' 
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S. Thb Aoni OF THX Apostibs. This book eon** 
tains twenty-eight chM)ters, and an extended ao- 
count of the travelis and preaching of the early dis- 
ciples ; and yet we find the word hdl but once in all 
these twenty-eight chapters. The writer was speak- 
mg of some one who had been in hell, and had been 
d^ivered from that place. Come, reader, to whom 
do you suppose he referred ? " O," say you, ** to 
some poor, miserable, worthless sinner." Here, 
again, you are mistaken ; for he was the chiefest 
among ten tliousand and altogether lovely. No hu- 
man being was ever so pure, so perfect and so spotless 
as that same. He was the brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express knage of his person ; and jet 
jSe, the bliessed one, was consigned to heU, * ' Because 
ti^m wilt not leave my soul (me) in hell {hades) nor 
suffer thy holy one to see corruption." Abts ii : 27 
and 31. See also Psalms ziv : 10, of which this » 
a quotation. It refers to Christ. He was put to 
d<eat» and laid in the tomb of Joseph — ^but the grave 
{hades, hell) could not retain him ; he was not left 
there to see corruption ; he burst the biu's of death> 
arose triumphantly from the tomb, and went forth, 
strengthening the hopes, and imparting joy to the 
hearts of his devoted followers. 

4. Rbvelation. In this book the word heU oc- 
curs four times; in all of which the original is 
hades^ the same as in the texts already mentioned, 
witli a precisely similar sig^nification. For the satis- 
&ction of the reader I will quote them. 

Chap, i : 18. " I am he that liveth and was dead, 
•ad behold I am alive forever more, amen ; and have 
the keys of keU {hades) and of death." Christ is 
here referred to. To have the keys of the grave 
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implies tbai he wHl (^n it and briog up the dead 
to live forever. 

Oh£^. vi : 8. ** And I looked and behold a pale 
horse ; and his name that sat on him was Death, and 
Hell (kades) followed with him," All know that the 
grave follows death. First death, then the grave. 

Chap, xx: 13. "And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it ; and death and kell (hades) deliv- 
ered up the dead wdiiich were in them." On* this pas- 
sage comment is unnecessary, xx: 14. "And death 
and hell (hade$) were cast into the lake of fire ; this 
is the second death." On this passage I would re* 
mark, that it contains no less than three things 
which many people suppose signifiwi the state of 
the miserable in eternity, viz : 1. Hell. 2. "Lake 
of fire." And 3. " Second death." Now suppose 
we read the passage with this signification, what 
kind of sense would it make ? And deiU<h and heM 
were cast into hell which is hell I 

There is a good deal of truth in the remark of 
Dr. Campbell on this passage. Says he, "If we 
interpret hades, hell, in the Christian sense of the 
word, the whole passage is rendered nonsense. HeU 
IS represented as being cast into kell ; for so the 
' lake of fire,' which in this place is also denominated 
4he second death, is universally interpreted " 

5. Peter. In the writings of this apostle the word 
hell occurs once, and but once. Second Peter ii : 
4, " If God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell/' [Tartarosas) &c. The 
word angel signifies messenger or minister or ambas- 
wador. See Revelation ii : 3 ; also xvi : 7. The 
angels referred to in this text were Korah and his 
;ompany, consisting of "two hundred and fiftj 
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princes of the assembly, famous in the cmigregatioo 
and men of renown," of whom we read in the 16th 
of Numbers. They rebelled against God : for which 
cause it is said of them, **the earth opened her 
mouth and swallowed them up and they went down 
alive into (sheol — hades translated,) the pit," Let 
me give the reader the account, word for word, as 
recorded in Numbers. 

''And it came to pass as. Mosea had made an end 
of speaking all these words, that the ground clave 
asunder, that was under them ; and the earth 
opened her mouth and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that appertained unto 
Korah, and all their goods. They and all that 
appertained unto them went down alive into the pit ; 
and the earth closed upon them ; and they perished 
from among the congregation." Moses does not 
even intimate that they went to a place of eternal 
torments ; but were swallowed up, as whol6 cities 
have been, by an earthquake. And Dr. A. Clarke 
very pertinently remarks, that the word here trans- 
lated pit signifies a chasm in the earth and not the 
place usually called hell. For says he, " It would 
De absurd to suppose that their houses had gone to 
hell ; and it would be wicked to imagine that their 
little innocent children had gone thither, though 
God was pleased to destroy their lives with those of 
their iniquitous fathers." 

6. James. The word hell occurs once, and but 
once, in the writings of this disciple of Christ ; viz. 
iii: 6. *'And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity : so is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body and setteth on fire the 
course of nature, and is set on fire of hell'* 
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{Gehenna.) We shall presently explain the mean- 
ing of this tenn. It is here used figuratively. At 
all events the writer could have had no reference to 
the eternal world : for it is the tonffue which defileth 
the body and setteth on fire the course of nature. 
Now we all know that the tongue and the body are 
in this world, together with "the course of nature" 
— that they never enter another, and that it is here 
the tongue is set on fire of hell. Many people can 
attest to the truth of this declaration to their shame 
and mortification; — among whom we are sorry 
to say are not a few professed followers of Jesus. 

We have now been through with the New Testa- 
ment, omitting only the Gospel by the four evan- 
gelists, and have quoted every passage containing 
the word hell. And how many times have we 
found it recorded? Only eight times. Eeader, 
remember this ; lef it sink deep into your heart I 
When you hear the professed servant of God 
descanting upon the pains of hell — the sorrows of 
the damned, using the word in every terri^c sen- 
tence of denunciation, bear in mind that the Apostle 
Paul never mentioned the subject even once ; and 
that in all the writings of the early disciples of 
Christ, those persons who were first appointed of 
Heaven to disseminate the great truths of Gx)d, we 
do not find the word hell used so many times as it 
is frequently used by modem preachers in one short 
sermon or exhortation — and we never find it used 
with the same signification, namely, to denote a 
place of endless misery. 

And here the question again presses itself home 
upon our understanding — If it is true that our 
Lord came into this world to save men from that 
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place, as modem preachers believe, why did they 
Bot preach as modem preachers do ? Why were 
they continually so very silent upon this most 
important subject? Reader, can you solve these 
questions ? 

"Ah, well," say you, ** you have not yet looked 
into the Gospel which Christ dispensed, for the doc- 
trine you are seeking. Go to that Gospel — listen 
to the instructions of Jesus — there you will find the 
truth written out in language that can not be mis- 
understood.'* Go to the GrosPEL of Jesus to find 
revealed a place of endless torment ? Why this, of 
all others, would be the last place in which I should 
expect to find it. What is the Gospel? Buck, m 
his Theological Dictionary, says that '*it is the rev- 
elation of the grace of God to man.*' How much 
grace is there in an endless hell ? Dr. Clarke says 
that it is *' Good news.** Is the revelation of a 
place of eternal 'torment, good news? The word 
Gospel comes from the Greek euoff^eleon, which is 
a compound word from ew, good, agreeable or 
glad, and a^ffelia, a message. More than this; 
aggelm is derived from gal which means to erult^ 
to leap for joy. Hence when we put the two words 
eu and aggelia together we have a word the 
meaning of which is of the most joyous nature. 
Such is the English word Gospel. It reveals that 
which, when received into the soul causes that soul 
to leap and exult with joy. It is called the glorious 
Gospel, in the word of God. But can this glorious 
Gospel contain the sentiment of eternal damnation ? 
— If so, let us call it the Gospel of eternal damna- 
tion : good news ^ endless wretchedness. How does 
this souuid? 
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We haye now seen what the Gk)spel is ; and I 
would ask the candid reader, if that Gospel is not 
the very last place where you would expect to find 
revealed, for the first time it ever was revealed to 
man, the terrible sentiment oi ceaseless torment? 
(For it is now almost universally admitted that that 
sentiment is not to be found in the old Testament.) 
A place of endless torment for the first time 
revealed to man, in the glorious Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus ! Why I had thought that that blest Being 
came **io bring life and immortality to ligkt,^^* and 
not death and endless damnation. 

But all this may not convince the reader. For 
his satisfaction, then, we will " to the law and to 
the testimony,** and strive to learn what Jesus hath 
taught upon this most important and interesting 
subject. 

And here we will close this already long chapter^, 
and devote the next exclusively to an"investigation 
of the words which fell from the lips of him who 
spake as never man spake. 

•STim^i: 10. 



CHAPTER II. 



THE TESTIMONY OF OHBIST. 



We have appealed to John, the beloved disci- ^ 
pie — to Paul — to Peter — to the Acts of the 
Apostles — to James — to Revelation — in short, 
to the entire New Testament, with the exception of 
the Gospels, to find the idea distinctly advanced 
that God had created a place of torment in the 
eternal world called hell, to which in his plans he 
consigned millions of intelligent creatures, and then 
sent his Son to rescue them from the doom which 
awaited them. But we have searched in vain. We 
.now appeal' to Christ himself for light on this 
subject. 

Jesus is called, in the word of God, " the true 
9xA faithful witness." He says of himself: — **To 
this end was I born and for this cause came I into 
the world, thai I should bear mtness unto the 
TRUTH." * And here I must again remihd the 
reader, that if it is trtie that there is a place of 
ceaseless woe in another state, and that the grand 
design of a Savior's mission was to rescue fallen 
man from eternal burnings, it must have been the 
leading object of that Savior in all his instructions, 
to bear witness to this all-important truth ! — yea I 
will add, plain, positive, direct and incontroyebtiblb 

• John zviii: 37. 
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testimony. I can not for a moment harbor the 
thought, that my beloved Lord could have been in 
possession of a positive knowledge of facts so start- 
ling, where the eternal weal or woe of human beings 
was at stake, and not impart that knowledge to them 
in so plain a manner as that there could have been 
but one mind about it. But did he ? No ! There 
is scarcely an expression in all his preaching, a^r re- 
corded by the four evangelists, which is seized upon 
by believers in the doctrine of endless punishment, 
as containing that sentiment, about which there is 
no contention as to its meaning, even among them- 
selveit. The learned of all denominations seem 
to be in doubt: some, confining the threatenings 
mostly to the present world — .others, carrying them 
into another. And it is a well-known fact, that take 
the whole phalanx of orthodox commentators to- 
gether, and they themselves very nearly, or quite 
annihilate the sentiment of endless misery — they 
give it scarcely a single peg to hang upon. One 
says that this passage means so and so — and an- 
other, that that phrase has reference to so and so, 
but has no allusion to the future state. Even 
wicked Judas is saved by Dr. A. Clarke ; and, as 
we shall see in a few moments, hell is not hell in 
another world, but a place of punishment in the 
present state of being, according to the showing of 
these same writers. 

Jesus used this word on nine occasions — once 
he repeated it three times, making eleven times in all 
that he used it. If this is true, he must have 
preached a great many times without mentioning it 
at all ; and yet he knew that mankind were liable to 
all its terrible pains. 
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The first time that Jesus used tke word h^, he 
was *' up in a mountain'' speaking to his own duct* 
pies, and not to the wicked world generally. He 
says — **I say unto you, that whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause, shallTbe in danger 
of the judgment ; and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, raca, shall be in danger of the Council; 
but whosoever shall say thou fool, shall be in dan- 
ger of hell fire"* — Gehenna fire. What, now, is 
the meanbg of this language ? The words Judg- 
meni, raca. Council and Gehenna are here used. 
What shall we understand by these terms ? In this 
Judgment, or Council, or hell in another world? 
Some suppose so. We will let Dr. Adam Clarke, 
the learned Methodist commentator answer these 
questions. He makes the subject plain. Says he 
— - ** There are three kinds of offenses here which 
exceed each other in their degrees of guilt. 1st. 
Anger against a man accompanied with some injuri- 
ous act. 2dly. Contempt, expressed by the oppro- 
brious epithet raca, or shallow brains, 3rdly. Ha^ 
ired, or mortal tnmily expressed by the term moreh 
or apostate, where such apostasy could not be 
proved. Now proportioned to these three offenses, 
were three different degrees of punishment, each 
exceeding the other in severity, as the offenses ex- 
ceeded each other in their different degrees of guilt. 
1st. The Judgment — The Council of twenty-thrw 
which could inflict the punishment of slrangling, 
2dly. The Sanhedrim or great council, which could 
inflict the punishment of stoning. And 3rdly. The 
b«Ang burnt alive in Gehenna. This appears to be 

• Matt v: 33. 
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tbe meaning of our Lcnrd.*' Such is the opinion ol 
this kameH man. 

But, sajs the reader, what and where is this Ge- 
henna — ^is keU fire ? Is it in the eternal world ? 
No, my 6iend, man has not the power of pursuing 
his fellow man into another state of being, there to 
torment his soul for the sins of his body ; and it is 
well that it is so. The learned of all denominations 
agree in saying that the Greek word Gehenna is a 
compound of two Hebrew words which signify the 
yalley of Hinnom. Gh, the valley and Hinnom, the 
name of the owner of the yalley. Let Dr. Clarke 
j^ain speak. The reader, of course, will confide in 
what he says. " Shall be in danger of hell fire — 
shall be liable to the keil of fire.'* " Our Lord here 
alludes to the valley of the Scffl of Hinnom. Ghi- 
hinnom. This place was near Jerusalem, and had 
been formerly used for those abominable sacrifices, 
in^ which the idolatrous Jews had caused their chil- 
dren to pass through the fire to Moloch. A partio* > 
viBT place in this valley was called tophet, from the 
fire stove in which some supposed they burnt their 
children alive to the above idol." Others say that 
it is from toph, a word which signifies a drum, be- 
cause drums were beat to drown the cries of the 
suffering children. King Josiah was instrumental 
in breaking up the idolatrous worship of the Jews, 
and of rendering the valley of Hinnom, once a place 
so loveljr'and sacred, a receptacle of all that is re- 
volting to the human senses. It was a large, open, 
low place, and in process of Ikne it became the re- 
ceiving pit of all the offal and filth and dead car- 
^sasses carried out of the city. A constant fire was 
kept up to 60O6ume the offat which bred worms, as 
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all purifying meat of course does — hence came the 
expression, ** where the worm dieth not and the Jire is 
not qtienched,*' It was in this hell that convicts were 
put to death by burning, and in this sense our Sa- 
vior used the term in the text under consideration. 

So you perceive that tophet was in this world : 
Gehenna was in this world, and the place ** where 
the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched," 
was in this world. 

It was into this valley that so vast a number of 
the slaughtered Jews were thrown after the seige 
and destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, about 
thirty years subsequent to our Savior's crucifixion. 
Upward of six hundred thousand dead bodies were 
carried out of the city, and either left exposed upon 
the ground, or devoured by fire or worms in tophet. 
And all this was in perfect accordance with the 
prophetic declarations of God's servants. " Behold 
the days come, saith the Lord, that this place shall 
no more be called tophet nor the valley of the Son 
of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter. I will 
make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in 
this place ; and I will cause them to fall by the 
sword and by the hands of them that seek their 
lives ; and their carcasses will I give to be meat for 
the fowls of heaven and the beasts of the 
field. * * * ^ And they shall bury them in 
tophet till there be no place else to bury." * 

Here the destruction of Israel is foretold. -And 
in summing up the whole matter, God, by the mouth 
of the prophet adds#— " Thus will I do unto this 
place (Jerusalem) and the inhabitants thereof, and 

» Jer. ziz. Read tho whole chapter. 
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eren make this city as tc^het" Isaiah also sajs-— 
**And they shall go forth and look upon the car- 
casses of the men that have transgressed against 
me ; for their worm shall not die neither shall their 
fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring 
unto all flesh."* This was the condemnation which 
our Savior so frequently pronounced against that 
wicked and perverse people, as he saw them filling 
up the measure of their iniquities. ** Now, is the 
axe laid at the root of the tree, and every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and coat 
into the fire** — meaning the fire of God's judgment. 
For this loathsome hell was used as a figure both in 
the old Testament and the new, of those dreadful 
woes which were to befall the wicked Jews — ** and 
even make this city cls tophet." 

2d. The next passage in which the teim hell 
occurs is m the same chapter. Matt, v: 28, 29. 
"And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out and 
cast it from thee ,* for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish and not that thy 
whole body shoidd be cast into heD," ( Gehenna) 
&c. This language is very figurative. I never 
heard of but one person who interpreted it lUerally; 
and this was a pious, but simple old lady in the 
ealMbem part of the state of Maine, who was brought 
to believe that in order to escape the pains of the 
world of woe, she must cui; oiST her hands and pluck 
out her eyes. And being more consistent than 
many Christians, she attested to the sincerity of 
her faiih by 'her works. For she plucked out the 
offending eye and was in the act of severing the 

» In. Izvi : 24 
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ireaefaerous luuid from the foody when ^urested ¥y 
a friend. 

When our Lord was on earth, persecution was 
heaped upon him and his disciples from every quar* 
tcr. They were "killed all the day long/* a price 
was set upon their heads, and there was neither rest 
nor peace for them day nor night. Hence it was 
necessary for the disciple **to give up a// " — father 
and mother, wife and children, houses and lands, to 
follow Jesus. No worldly motive — no sinister de- 
«gn, however pleasing the anticipated result ; and 
• no friend, however dear to the heart, must be per- 
mitted to step between the believer and his Master. 
For it would be better ultimately to give up all these, 
even if they were as near and dear as the ** right 
eye " or hand, than to renounce the blessed Gospel 
— gather around the standard of the enemy of 
Christ, and be found upon th« ** left hand " with 
that perverse people on "that great and notable 
day," when Jerusalem was to be. even as tophet'^ 
and to be either carried away into " everlasting '- 
(affe lasting) punishment, or cast into that dismal 
bell, " where the worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched." 

3rd. So of Luke adi : 6. "And I say unto you 
my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the boA^f 
and after that have no more that they can do ; but 
I will forewarn ye whom ye shall fear ; fear him 
which after he hath killed, hath power to oast hito 
hell *' — Gfehenna, Matthew has it, " which is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell." We are 
told by the learned that the phrase soul and body 
is a mere Hebrew idiom to express the whole man 
or person ; and that apokieim here translated kill, 
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in this place torture or cruelfy. Our Sarior 
addressed this language to his disciples; and he 
tells them not to be afraid of those {meaning the 
Jews) who have the power only to scourge and tor- 
ture the body, but have no authority to take hfe, but 
rather fear him to whom the Jews shall deliver you, 
namely, the Roman Governor, who has the power of 
dooming both your lives and bodies to be destroyed 
in Gehenna. 

By consulting the context, all w^ll see at a glance 
that our Savior was not speaking to the wicked 
world generally, but to his own disciples when he 
uttered these words. " But I say unto you, my 
friends,*' He was here forewarning his friends — 
his disciples of impending danger. But were they in 
danger of hell in eternity ? Was it God who had 
called them out of darkness into the marvelous 
light of his dear Son of wh<Hn they were to be 
afraid ? By no means ; for Christ goes on to say in 
the very next verse that God would be with them 
and take care of them. He uses the following touch- 
ing words : "Are not five sparrows sold for two -ftur- 
things and not one of them is forgotten before God. 
But even the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered. Fear not, therefore, ye are of more value than 
nuiny sparrows, '^ That is fear not God, but only 
him who had power to take life and bum the body 
in Gehenna — namely the Roman Governor — or, as 
ftome have said, the High Priest. 

4th. **Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ; for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte ; and when he is made, ye make him 
twofold more the child of hell, (Gehenna) than 
yourselvts." Ail along, we have seen that when 
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)iir Sayior used the term Gehenna, he was address- 
mg his disciples ; — now, for the Tery Jirst time, he 
speaks to wicked men ahout it. He tells the 
Scribes and Pharisees that they are the children of 
Gehenna, or the valley of Hinnom ; i. e. as Park- 
hurst remarks, ** deserving of or liable to the pun- 
ishment of hell." Their proselytes, it would seem, 
were more liable to or deserving of such punish- 
ment than themselves. 

6th. Matt, xxiii : 33. Christ says to the Phar- 
isees, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation (condemnation) of 
hell," Gkhenna. Says a celebrated writer, "this is 
the only other text in the New Testament where 
anything is said about Gehenna to wicked men ; and 
the solitary text where the phrase * damnation of 
heir occurs. A very singular fad if it means 
endless misery in a future state.'* Our Savior was 
alluding to those terrible judgments of which I have 
already spoken, then hanging over the city of Jeru- 
salem. For he immediately adds — "Verily I say 
unto you all these things shall come upon this genera- 
tion ; " verse 36. Whatever our Savior here meant 
by the " damnation of hell " he certainly limited to 
that generation. 

6th. Luke x: 15. "And thou Capernaum 
which art exalted unto heaven shall be brought 
down to hell," Hades, Here the word hades, 
usually translated grave^ as we have seen, is used 
figurativdy. Being exalted to heaven was to 
become great — elevated in prosperity and spiritual 
privileges. Being thrust down to the grave or 
hades, was to be brought to the lowest degrees of 
earthly abasement ai)d wretchedness. 
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There are but two passages more in the whole of 
the New Testament where this word occurs, namely, 
Matt, xvi : 18 — and Luke xvi : 23. 

7th. Matt, xvi: 1 8, reads as follows : "Upon 
this rock will I build my Church and the gates of 
hell (hades) shall not prevail against it." The sim- 
ple meaning of which is — death and the grave, and 
the power of spiritual darkness, can never over- 
throw and destroy the truths of my Gospel. All 
power is given me, and I must reign till all enemies 
are put under my feet. The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death. And though men die, and 
are laid in the,grav«, my Church shall not be injured 
thereby; for "I have the keys of the grave" — I 
can open the tomb — I can bring up the dead — 
wipe away tears — destroy pain — make an end of 
suffering — and restore spiritual hfe. Yea, blessed 
be the Father, my Church shall not be marred — 
"For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
ALL be made alive.*'* 

8th. The remaining passage is contained in the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus; Luke xvi: 
18, <fec. Let the reader peruse the whole parable. 
The word here translated hell, is, also, from the 
Greek hades. And this is the only text in all the 
Bible where it is contended by the learned of any 
denomination, that hades sign&es the place of the 
damned in eternity. All know that this parable is 
frequently quoted as an imanswerable argument 
against the sentiments of UniversaUsts, and I shall 
therefore give it a more extended consideration. 
The corresponding word translated hell in the Old 

» 1 Cor. XV : 23, 
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Testameiit is ShBol, and is a Hebrofw ward. It is 
used 64 times ; — 32 times it is rendered hdl — 3 times 
pU and 29 times grone, being however one and the 
same word in the Hebrew. So all critics allow. 
It literally signifies the grave — figuinatively a state of 
darkness, doubt, sorrow and trouble. The Scrip- 
tures represent all men as going to sheol at death. 
Jacob supposed his s(m Joseph was there ; — Korah 
and his troop, as we haye seen, went down alive 
into hell, thed — Job prayed to be hid there, and 
we are told that it is a place "appointed for all 
the living." Can sheol then mean a place of end- 
less misery ? If so, could a good man pray to be 
hid there? Now the Qreek hades in the New 
Testament agrees, in meaning, in every particu- 
lar, with eheol, in the Old Testament: signifying 
literally the grave ; figuratively, a state of dark- 
neas, doM and misery. And we are told by an 
orthodox doctor of divinity, (Dr. Campbell,) that, 
** as to the word hades, it ought never in Scripture to 
be rendered hbll, at least in the sense wherein that 
word is universally understood by Christians. In the 
Old Testament, the correspondmg word is shed, 
which signifies the state of the dead in general, 
without regard to the goodness or badness of the 
persons, their happiness or misery." Here I might 
go on and show the reader the probable meaning of 
this whole parable, and perhaps convince him that 
it has no reference to the eternal world, but I pre- 
fer rather to give him the opinion of two learned 
Orthodox commentators, namely. Gill and Wakefield. 
Gill makes a two-fold application of the parable. 
His opinion, on the whde, seems to be, however, 
that by the rich man, the Jews are meant ; and by 
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the beggar, our Lord himself. * By the deM of 
tke rich man» the destmotion of the Jews ; and by 
their torments in hctdes, the vengeance of God on 
the Jews at the downfall of Jerusalem. Let the 
meaning of the parable be what it may, Wake- 
field's comments show most conclusively that it has 
no reference to the torments of the damned in 
that place usually denominated hell — the world 
of woe. He says, ** it must be remembered that 
.hades nowhere means hell — Gehenna, in any au- 
thor whatever, sacred or profane, and also that our 
Lord is giving his hearers a parable and not apiece 
of real Jmiory, To them who regard the narration 
as a readity, it must stand as an unanswerable ar- 
gument for ^(^ purgaJt&ry of the Papists." f 

Here, now, we have the views of two learned 
men, who were strictly orthodox in their sentiments, 
in relation to the meaning of the term hadee^ in the 
only place where it is contended by any sect of 
Christians^ to signify helly the world of woe. And 
what do they say ? — Why, one says, that its paine 
were not those to which man was made liable by 
the fail, but ihoee steered by the Jews at the down- 
fall OF Jebusalsm ! And the other declares, 
absolutely, that hades nOwhsrs means Ml in the 

^Uniyersaltsts generally understand by *<rich man" the 
Jews, and by the ** beggar *' Ihe poor Gentiles. The former 
had Abraham to their father and were exalted in wealth and 
honor. The latter were degraded in poverty and were cov- 
ered with the sores of sin. The Jews had had their day of 
happiness and prosperity, and when they should reject 
Christ, and the Gentiles should receive him and reioice in 
his faith, they, the beggar should be comforted while the 
J«W0, the rich man, should be Unmented. 

t JPaige's SeleoUons, p. 159. 
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eternal world, in any author whatever, sacred oi - 
profane, but simply the grave, when taken liier- 
«% / figwaiwely, a state of- darkness and trouble, 
as in the case of the Jews, wben the judgments of 
God fell upon them at the destruction of their city, 
and the scattering of their people. 

We have now been through with the mstructions 
of our Lord. We have mentioned every instance 
where the word hell occurs ; and if the reader is 
not already convinced that the blessed Savior did. 
not unfold the idea of an eternal hell in another 
world, I would respectfully submit the following 
considerations, which have been instrumental in 
removing every shadow of doubt from my mind in 
relation to the subject. As we have seen the only 
words used by our Savior, translated kell, were 
hades and Gehenna. HadeSf he used three times, 
and Gehenna eight times.* 

I. Concerning hades. It is very evident that 
Jesus, in the use of this word, had no reference to 
the state of the damned. For 1st, it was nevei 
afterward used by his Apostles in this sense. 2d, 
the subject is so very important that he would have 
mentioned it more than three times, and always in a 
manner so plain and positive that there could have 
been no misunderstanding about it. But instead of 
" this, as we have seen, the only time he mentioned 
it, where it is contended by any class of Christiana 
to signify a place of misery in the future world 



» This word occurs 11 times in the four Gospels — bufc 
muHt bo remembered that what was recorded by one wrif 
was also recorded by another, making a repeated hiatort^ 
the same facts. 4 



TBSTIMONT OF CHRIST. 37 

was, when repeating a parable , and then in a man- 
ner so dark that even the believers in this doctrine 
themselves, are at a loss how to imderstand it. 
For many of them admit that it never means the 
place of the damned when used by any writer 
whatever. 

II. Gehenna, Learned orthodox critics, **Dr. 
Campbell and others, say that this is the only word 
in the Bible which designates a place of endless 
punishment.'** All say, too, that this word in the 
Old Testament, signified literally, the valley of Hin- 
nom.. And those who read, must see that **it is 
used there as a sort of imagery or emblem to 
describe the punishment God threatened to the 
Jewish nation," (see Jer. xix,) and not to describe 
the torments of the damned in another world. 
And who is able to prove from the word of Gk)d, 
that our Lord changed the meaning of this term 
when he came upon earth, and used it to designate 
a place of misery in eternity ? It can not be done. 
Jesus used the word Gehenna in precisely the same 
manner that Jeremiah did. But the following con- 
siderations are mcwe convincing. Mr. Balfour as- 
sures us, + 1st, that *' this word is employed by our 
Lord ana by James, and by no aiker avihor in the 
new Testament.** Now the Apostles were all called 
of God to preach — they received their instructions 
from Christ himself, and they went forth, and 
preached for years, and never mentioned the term 
Gehenna, even for once, when this is the only word 
which really means a place of endless misery. 
"John wrote the history of oui* Lord" — he was 

» Balfour's Inquiry, p. 125. f Inquiry, pp. 125, 126. 
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his ''beloved disciple" — his bosom friend; but 
" he never speaks of Gehenna either in his Gospel 
or Epistles. What is more remarkable, Luke, 
though he used Oehmna once in his Gospel, never 
uses it in the Acts, which contains the history of 
the Apostles' preaching for thirty years. Paul, 
Peter and Jude are entirely silent about Qehenna, 
which is very strange, if it is the (ynly word that 
designates a place of endless punishment for the 
wicted. The writings of these persons, who have 
never mentioned Gehenna, form two-thirds of the 
New Testament." 

2d. There is one more remarkable fact, namely, 
** Thai all that is said in the New Testament about 
Gehenna was spoken to Jem and to Jews only J* No 
Gentile is ever threatened with Gehenna punish- 
ment. But what believer in endless suffering will 
admit that no Gentile will be tormented in another 
world for the sins of this ? The only manner in 
which this fact can be explained satis/actorily, is by 
admitting that Gehenna punishment was intended 
for the Jews only — and that they suffered it at the 
downfall of Jerusalem, when Uieir beautiful city 
was demolished, its foundations ploughed up, 1,100,- 
000 of its inhabitants piit to a cruel death, and 
600,000 thrown into Gehenna, "where the worm 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched." 



CHAPTER III. 
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Wb have now seen, by a direct appeal to the in- 
structions of the Prophets, Christ and the Apostles, 
that the Bible nowhere imparts the sentiment, ** that 
mankind by the fall .... were made liable to the 
pains of hell forever," the positive declaration of th^ 
Westminster Catecbism to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. Hence, we have seen, too, that it was not the 
design of a Savior's mission to the world, to rescue 
man from that place of misery. We religiously be- 
lieve that the nature of the salvation of Christ is 
widely different from this. We have seen that the 
idea usually attached to the word hell is a very er- 
roneous one ; and the probabiUty is that the most 
of the controversy in the religious world in relation 
to the nature of salvation, has grown out of a mis- 
construction of terms. Such has been the religious 
educatbn of a great proportion of the Christian 
world, that they now almost universally regard 
the word hell as signifying a place of endless suf- 
fering in eternity; and Ihe words save, salvation, 
<bc., as implying a deUverance from that place. The 
former of these terms we have already examined ; 
and a moment's consideration will show us that ex- 
ceedingly wrong views have been attached to the 
latter. The Scriptures mention the terms *' save *' 

39 
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and "salvation" often, and in various senses, 
agreeably to the circumstances of the person or per- 
^sons to be saved. 

When our Lord was suspended upon the cross, 
the scoflSng Jews reviled him, saying, ** let him save 
himself if he be Christ ;" but who understands this 
to be salvation from hell in another world ? When 
fearful of sinking into the mighty deep, the apostles 
awoke Christ, saying, ** Lord save ztsP' Now, no 
idea of eternal misery is attached to this phrase, 
although the apostles cried out for the Lord to save 
them. Again, we behold Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemane the evening before his crucifixion, pros- 
trating himself before his Father in the very dust of 
earth, and we hear him exclaiming, ** Father, 
save me from this hour!** Now it would be a 
strange thing for any Christian to say that Jesus 
looked upon himself as exposed to a place of misery 
in another world, and was praying his Father to 
save him from that place. Numerous other instances 
might be cited, but these are sufficient to convince 
the reader that wrong views are sometimes attached 
to this word, and that we should be cautions in 
reading the Bible, not to let our prejudice, or pre- 
conceived notions blind us in relation to its real import. 

We have seen that it was sometimes used to sig- 
nify a salvation from death. Let us now look a 
little farther, and endeavor to learn with what sense 
it was employed when the salvation of man by 
Christ was signified. And in doing this, the evils 
to which man was exposed, or which he is suffering, 
will necessarily claim our attention. For though 
we do not find it recorded in the word of God that 
men were made liable to the pains of an endless 
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hell, we do €nd it recorded that they were exposed 
to other but mieor evils, from which, it can be 
proved from abundant testimony, Jesus came to 
save them. We come now to speak of these evils, 
and shall mention 

1. Sin. When Jesus made his appearance in this 
lower world, it was exceedingly wicked. Both the 
Bible and profane history give testimony to this 
truth. Hence we read, ** There is none righteous, 
no not one ; there is none that understandeih, there 
is none that secketh after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofita- 
ble ; there is none that doeth good, no not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulcher ; with their tongues 
they have used deceit ; the poison of asps is under 
their lips ; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitter- 
ness ; their feet are swift to shed blood ; destruction 
and misery are in their ways ; and the way pf peace 
have they not known ; there is no fear of God be- 
fore their eyes For all have sinned 

and come short of the glory of God." * Such is the 
description given by the apostle Paul of the state of 
the moral w(»'ld when Jesus made his appearance. 
The declaration of Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
so far as that nation is concerned, amounts to the 
same, namely, ** that no age ever bred a generation 
more fruitful in wickedness than that was, from the 
beginning of the world."f Christ called it a "gen- 
eration of vipers." But notwithstanding the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of men, God so loved the world 
that he sent his dear Scai to die as a propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of 

* Rmn. ill: lO'-Sd. f Joju^plrat* H»., Book 5, Chi^. 10. 
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&a lo&o/e tiforld, Saith John, '* In this was manifest 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world that we, 
through him^ might live." ** Herein is love, not 
that toe loved God,^ but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." In 
view of this manifestation of God's love to sinners, 
can we not exclaim, in the language of the Apostle, 
** Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another." You perceive, then, that it was not 
man's love to God, but God's love to man, that 
brought the Savior to this world of wickedness. 
Now, a great many Christians beUeve that the sin- 
ner must first love God, before God can have any 
affection for the sinner. But the above declaration 
of the Apostle entirely and forever contradicts this 
senthnent. The world was never more wicked 
than when Jesus made his appearance upon 
earth. Sin, the most direful foe of man, had gone 
to his utmost stretch, and man had forgotten God. 
He then, indeed, needed a Savior. Jesus came, ** a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of his peo- 
ple Israel." He calne to knock off the shackles of 
sin, and lead a world of wandering, sinful prodi- 
gals back to Grod and to heaven. Hence, even be- 
fore the blessed Lamb of God made his appearance 
among men, we behold an angel direct from the 
courts above, announcing to the sons of men the 
name by which the Savior should be called. ** Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus." The meaning of this 
word is Savior. And what reason do you suppose 
this heavenly messenger gave for calling the Lord's 
anointed by this name ? Listen — ** Thou shalt call 
his name Jesufly fox h# &haU save hi^i pec|»le from "-^ 



ITS HAf URX. 48 

what ? — ^the psdns of an endless hell f — No ! ** fbom 
TmsiR sins/' Is not this language plain ? can not all 
understand it ? Ahd where is it equally as plainly 
declared that he came to save them from the pains 
of another world ? 

The reader will please notice particularly in this 
place, that this text does not declare that men are 
»o be saved in their sins, but /rom them. It is fre- 
quently asserted of the UniversaHsts that they be- 
lieve that all manner of sinners are going to heaven 
in their sins. But we would have you understand 
that we harbor no such sentiment. We believe 
that Christ will save /rom sin. That the Grospel, in 
its operation upon the heart, has a tendency to re- 
move the love of sin from the soul ; to chasten the 
affections ; purifying the whole moral energies of 
man, and reconcihng him to the will of God. 
Hence, those who have embraced the religion of 
Jesus are able to say, in the language of the apostle 
Paul, ** He hath saved us by the washing of regen- 
eration and renewing of the Holy Ghost."* 

Again, the Apostle declares that Christ came to 
save from sin, in the following language : " Christ 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from '* 
— what do you suppose,^ reader ? the pains of the 
damned in hell ? No ! no ! ** from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works.** \ And so said Peter, when he maide the 
foHowing declaration, *' Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with 
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed 
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto 

^ •Titu»iU:5. f Titus 2: 14. 
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you first, God having raised up his Son Jesus, sent 
him to bless you, in turning a^^y every '^ne of 
you " (not from the puins of hell in another world, 
out) ** FROM HIS INIQUITIES." f Heuce is the declara- 
tion true, that man was and is exposed to the evil 
of sin, and that Jesus came to save him from this 
evih 

2. The B}b\e has much to say of the blindness of 
man. and of his ignorance of God, his government, 
and his blessed character. Paul speaks of those 
who being ignorant of God*s righteousness, went 
about establishing their own righteousness. Isaiah 
speaks of men, even the teachers of men, as being 
all Hind and ignorant ; and represents this blindness 
and ignorance under the figure of a vail, which he 
declares was spread over all nations. Christ came 
to remove this vail, by imparting knowledge. He 
unfolded the beautiful character of him whom the 
blinded ** ignorantly worshipped." He taught them 
that God was their Father and Friend ; infinite in 
goodness and mercy — ever just and constantly 
righteous and kind. The work of enlightening the 
moral and spiritual worlds is now progressing. The 
Sun of righteousness rises higher and higher. The 
clouds of darkness are dispersing. Superstition is 
giving place to the most joy-inspiring truths ; and 
as the word of God positively declares that **all 
shall be taught of God," we look forward, with the 
most grateful eMotions, to that blessed era, wnen 
**no man shall say, know ye the Lord, for all shall 
know him, from the least even unto the greatest." 
Then will be destroyed the " covering cast over all 

• Acts iii: 25, 26. 
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people, and the vail which is spread over all na- 
tions ;" ** for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." Such is 
the nature of Christian salvation. 

3. The Bible speaks **of those, who through fear 
of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 
This ** bondage '' is another evil which the world 
was suffering previous to the advent of Jesus. There 
was then no light to lighten the darkness of the 
tomb. "If a man die shall he live again ?" was a 
question which sages and philosophers had in vain 
attempted to solve. No ray of light came beaming 
upon this thrilling subject. All was darkness. Man 
doubted, expected and feared. He could gather no 
ground of faiih, and no ** hope, sure and steadfast, 
as an anchor to the soul," from the speculations 
which had been made by the heathen poets. For, 
though some of these philosophers taught the doc- 
trine of an immortal existence, it was an existence 
of pain and suffering, to much the greater part of 
the human family^an existence a thousand times 
more to be dreaded and loathed than annihilation 
itself. No wonder, then, that man was in ** bond- 
age, through fear of death." no wonder that the 
fond mother wept as she laid her tender infant 
amidst the cold clods of the valley, and departed 
without hope and without God in the world. No 
wonder that the suffering sick man upon the bed of 
death, with his flesh wasted to a mere skeleton, and 
his hope on life fast giving way, turned his eyes to 
the tomb in utter despair, as he looked upon the dark 
ocean of annihilation, or to a world of eternal wretch- 
edness, where no ray of light and joy could ever enter, 
but where the soul would live, and live and live in 
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an anguish that cotild never die — in a sorrotr that 
could never end. 

It was the work of Jesus to ** bring life and im- 
mortality to light," by the promulgation of his 
glorious Gk)spel. We know full well that " all flesh 
is as grass " — that ** dust we are and unto dust we 
must return;" but blessed be God, we have the 
assurance of him who is the ** Resurrection and the 
Life," that we shall live again in a fairer and holier 
world than this, where sin and death can no more 
annoy, but where we shall be equal unto the angels 
in heaven, being the children of the resurrecltion. 
Hath not that blessed being the keys of 'death and 
hades? Will not the portals of the tomb be unlocked? 
Shall not this mortal put on immortality and this 
corruptible incorruption? Oh, yes; for all power 
is given to Christ, both in heaven and on earth; 
and he hath been into kadee himself, to show us the 
way and to assure us that there is no harm there. 
And by his resurrection from the tomb, he hath 
assured us that we shall also live again ; and by his 
ascension to the heavenly world, and his blessed 
promise that he was going to **hi^ Fath^^* and our 
Father, his God and our God," to ** prepar« a place 
for us," we are assured that we shall meet hup b 
those blessed regions 

« Where cloudlesfi skies ate ever bright, 
Thence gloomy scenes are driven-— 

Where suns disperse unsullied light* 

And planets beaming on the sight, 
Illume the fields of heaven." 

" Where frienda with friends shs^ meet again 
In mptures unrepressed." 
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Can not the real belieTer in Christ, then, say I am 
saved? Yea, can he not exclaim in the thrilling 
raptures of another poet— 

**I would not live alway ! No, welcome the tomb, 
Since Jesus haih lain there, I dread not its gloom ; 
There sweet be my rest, till he bid me arise. 
To hail him in triumph ascending the skies. 

« Who, who would live alway away from his God, 
Away from yon heaven, that blissful abode ! 
Where the rivers of pleasure flow o'er the bright plains. 
And the noon-tide of glory eternally reigns !** 

Thus have we seen that the salvation of Christ is 
a salvation from ^n, ignorance, and the bondage con- 
sequent upon the fear of death. All these evils 
men suflfer in this world. And to this world was it 
necessary for Jesus to come to save them. How 
joyful would be the state of human society were all 
men practical believers in Christ. It would exceed 
most men's conception of heavenly purity. Rescued 
from the thraldom of sin or the power of Satan — 
with the vail of ignorance removed, so that the 
Father could be seen as he is — ** the chiefest among 
ten thousand and altogether lovely ;'' and in the 
enjoyment of a firm and unwavering hope in an- 
other and more glorious life ; this, this would be 
enough I Our joy would be complete — wars, con- 
tentions and strife would then cense — ^the lion anc 
the lamb would lie down together — there would be 
none to hurt nor destroy in the vast universe of 
God, for tlie " earth woula be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 



CHAPTER 17. 

I 

SPSGIAL OR C017DITI017AL BALYATIOII. 

A GOOD deal is said at the present day concerning 
this subject. I here wish to give it a passing notice. 
A special and conditional salvation is certainly 
plainly taught in the New Testament : ** Whoso- 
ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved,*' — ** By which also ye are saved if you keep 
in memory,*' <fec. — ** He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that beheveth not shall 
be damned." And saith Paul, "Therefore we 
both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in 
the living God, who is the Savior of all men, espe- 
cially of those that believe." In this last quotation 
you perceive there are two salvations spoken of : a uni- 
versal salvation, or salvation of **a2^ men," and a 
special salvation, or salvation of ** those thai believe,'* 
These two salvations are frequently set forth in the 
instructions of Christ and the Apostles. Saith Paul, 
** The grace of God which bringeth salvation U) aH 
wi^whath appeared, teaching us that denying tmg • .- 
liness and worldly lusts, we should live sob^ ly, 
righteously and godly in this present worlw." * 
This salvation is universal. But, again listen : — ** I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 

♦ TituHll: 11,12. 
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beHeveth." * Here the salvation spoken of is limited 
to such as believe. And here I come to remark, that 
one of these salvations is confined to this world ',' 
the other to the next — one is limited, the other un- 
limited — one is by luorks, the other hy grace — one 
is conditional, the other unconditional — one depends 
upon faith, the other does not. It is of the condi- 
tional or special salvation that I wish to speak in 
this chapter ; in my next, I design to set forth more 
fully the salvation of all men. 

I have shown that Christ came to save men from 
** sin, ignorance, and the fear of deaths* Now all 
must plainly perceive that the salvation of the 
creature, in respect to these three evils, depends 
entirely on belief, or faith and ttforks. If the faith 
of Christ abideth in him, a hving, operative princi- 
ple, he is specially saved. But if he gives no heed 
to the blessed inculcations of the glorious Gospel — 
if he still gropes in the darkness of unbelief, then 
the Ught of no salvation has beamed upon him — 
he is yet in a state of condemnation. So Jesus him- 
self declared — ** Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on Ijin that 
sent me, hath everlasting Jife, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto 
Ufe." f Here spiritual life and death are spoken of ; 
and we are assured that they depend entirely upon 
belief and uribelief They are both confined to this 
world too ; for the believer is represented as having 
already passed from death unto life. In all ages of 
the world many men have been in a state of moral 
death — " dead in trespasses and in sin " — and some 

* Rom. i : 16. t John v : 24. 

4 



6d SALTITIOR. 

©f them "twice dead, plucked up by the roots/' yea, 
dead and in their graves of moral corrupti<»i. See 
John T : 28. When such are brought to heaa* the 
sound of the blessed Gospel, and to belieye and 
practice its glorious truths, the dry bones are made 
to lire — the gloom of the grave is dispelled- — 
condemnation is taken away, and the salvation of 
Christ enjoyed. 

Friendly reader, are you in a state of condemna- 
tion? Are you wandering far from Gbd in the 
dark labyrinths of iniquity ? Kemember ** that the 
wages of sin is death," that *' there is no peace to 
the wicked," " turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye 
die !" Work, ** teork out your own salvation " — 
deny yourself of " imgodliness and worldly lusts, 
and live soberly, righteously and godly in this ures- 
ent world." Let the love of the Savior win you to 
holiness — let his examples inspire you to godlike 
actions ; and let his beautiful doctrine of hfe and 
immortahty lead you up to heaven, your eternal 
home, that your life may be a hfe of usefulness and 
peace, and your last end be that of the righteoua. 

" Sweet is the scene where virtue dies, 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest ; 
How mildly beam the closing eyes ; 
How gently heaves the dying breast I** 
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From what has now been said, it must be per- 
c^tved by the reader that the '* perfect work" of 
thd Gospel can not be accomplished in the present 
world — or in other words, that none are saved on 
earth in the full sense of that word. For notwith- 
standing the prevalence of the Gospel, there is no 
man able to boast of perfection. We are yet sin- 
ners in a certain sense, although we have embraced 
Christ. Temptations are upon the right hand and 
the left, and we are liable to be drawn away by our 
own lusts and enticed. Then ** when lust hath con- 
ceived it bringeth forth sin, and sin when it is 
finished bringeth forth death ?" The very best 
man on earth is, at times undoubtedly under the 
influence of sin, let his professions be what they 
may, and can say in the language of St. Paul, ** I 
find then a law that when I would do good, evil is 
present with me; for I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man ; but I see another law in my 
members warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which 
is in my members : O wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 
I thank Gk)d through Jesus Christ our Lord. So 
then with the mind I myself serve the law of God, 
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but with the fleih the law of sin." * Here the 
Apostle plainly acknowledges that he was brought 
into captivity to the law of sin, which was in 
his members ; and he, moreover despairs of ever 
being entirely freed from the lust of sin, till he is 
relieved of his vile body. O, wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from this dead body? Saith 
Dr. Clarke: — ** There seems to be here an allusion 
to an ancient custom of tyrants, who bound a dead 
body to a living man, and obliged him to carry it 
about.*' St. Paul regarded his own body as being 
polluted with sin, and therefore dead to righteous- 
ness. And he desired to be saved, or delivered 
from this dead body of corruption. But could he 
save himself? No. He had embraced Christianity ; 
the vail of ignorance — the love of sin, and the y«ar 
of death had been removed, but still he was a sin- 
ner. The fiUl and perfect work of the Gospel had 
not yet been accomplished. So far, he had been 
able to ** work out his own salvation ;*' but he^had 
now done all he could ; for he had no power to 
relieve himself of his body of flesh, and clothe 
himself with garments of immortality. So he 
exclaimed, ** who shall deliver me from this dead 
body ? *' — and he returns the answer, — ** The 
GRACE 0f Qod through our Lord Jesus Christ," 
This, says an eminent commentator, is the literal 
meaning of the words quoted above. 

Christ *' hrovght life and immxyrtality to light,*' 
by his own death and resurrection. These existed 
just as much before his advent as afterward ; so in 
this respect, he created no new truth, but simply 

♦ Rom. vU: 21 — 25. 



made known to man what was laM up for him in a 
fisiirer world, viz. : ** a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." A faith 
in this blessed sentiment delivered the behever from 
the fear of death, but it did not deliver from death 
itself. After Paul believed, as we have seen, the 
fear of death was utterly taken away, and he even 
had an inclination ** to depart and be with Jesus." 
Hence he says to the Phillippian Church, ** For me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain." — '' I am in a 
strait betwixt two : having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ which is far better ; nevertheless to abide 
in the flesh is more needful for you." * But 
though he cherished this desire, he knew full well 
that it could be granted alone by Him who ** shall 
change our vile body that it may be fashioned like 
unto Christ's glorious body ; " and this " by the 
working of that mighty pofwer whereby he is able to 
subdue all things to himself." 

Now all men are sinners, and consequently they 
are in this respect all like Paul, having a sinful body 
to carry about. And like him, they are utterly 
unable to throw off **this mortal and put on immor- 
tality." ** The GRACE of God through our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Ghrist " must perform this great 
and glorious work. And as God's grace is without 
hmits — universal and not partial — able for the 
salvation of the most abandoned sinner, it will per- 
form the work for one as well as for another — and 
for the whole, as well as a part of the human family. 
Here is a salvation then which is, 

1st, Ungokditional. Where are the conditions 

*Phil.l: 21, 23,24. 
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laid down in th^' wkcde range of the Bible, cm 
which man has the promise of an immortad life ? 
We are sure that there are none because it is plain- 
ly declared in the word of Gtod — 

2dly. That this Scdvation is purely of Grace. 
" And if by grace, then it is no more of works." 
" By grace are ye saved through faith ; and that 
not of yourselres, it is the ^i/t of (3W— not ^ 
works y l^st any man should boast." So saith Paul. 

3rd. It is infinite and eternal in its nature, ** For 
we know that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands^ bternal in the 
heavens." * 

4th. Hence human works can never merit it. For 
what can poor, weak, finite man, a mere worm of 
the dust perform, that wiU m^t infinite and end- 
less joys ? Dr. Frankhn once remarked, " that the 
man who should expect a large plantation for giv*^ 
ing a cup of co}d water to a thirsty traveler, would 
be reasonable compared with him who should ex* 
pect heaven for his good works." To be sure mask 
can work out his present salvaticm ; and by his de^ 
votion to the principles of virtue and the cause of 
religion, he can merit in a degree, the joys and 
pleasures and blessings of this state of being. But 
this is all — here the matter ends ; for 

5th. The salvation of which I am now speaking, 
belongs exclusively to another state of being. In this 
life we can know but little or nothing of it, only by 
faith. " We are of the earth earthy." We shsdl be 
sown in corruption, bat raised in incorruption — sown 

«3Cor t: L 



ln<[ts/imu)r^ raised higlory — sown itiweakne$9^ rtised 
in power — sown a naiwral body — raised a fpirU' 
ual body. *' Now tiiis I say brethren, that flesh 
and blood can not inherit the kingdckn of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Be- 
hold I show yon a mystery ; we shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last tramp ; for the 
trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incdrruption and this mortal immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
— Death w swallowed up in victory, O, death I 
where is thy sting ? O ffrave I where is thy vic- 
tory ? Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 
See the whole of 16th 1 Cor. Here we leaim the 
manner in which we are saved ; — namely, we are 
rendered immorUd. And in the 8£une manner, you 
perceive, we are to obtain the victory over death. 
This is the only way tliat death can be destroyed. 
When ALL men shall be made alive in Christ- — ** the 
whole creaikm delivered from this bondage of cor- 
ruption," so that there '' shall be no more deaiky^ 
then can the universe of the redeemed shout, 
''Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

And here the reader asks for more positive jt?roQ^ 
from the word of God, to imbstantiate the sentiment 
repeatedly expressed above, namely, that this salva- 
tion is UNiv£9aAL. All must perceive that in this 
little work, my limits are sueb that I can but bareU^ 
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gla&ce At this interesting and important subject ; and 
though I could wish to offer for your consideration, 
a whole volume of Scriptural arguments in fayor of 
this sentiment, I am obliged to content myself with 
submitting the few following : And 

1st. The Scriptures declare that God is the 
J'ather of ALL MEN ; yea, not only the Father, but 
Creator of all. ** Have we not all one Father ? 
Hath not one God created us ? *' Mai. ii : 10. 
Does man have a hand in his own creation ? No. 
Does he order the circumstances in which he finds 
himself placed in the present world? No. Are 
not all men alike in this particular? And are 
not these circumstances such, and the natural dis- 
position of man such as that €dl are sinmrs ? Yes ! 
Then there is no boasting. ** By the offense of one, 
judgment came upon ^1 men to condemnation,^* 
(Paul.) Now as God is the Father and Creator of 
all; as ''he is good unto all and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works," and as all men ai*e 
sinners, and in a state of condemnation, we should 
naturally suppose that if God prepared the means 
for the salvation of any, it would be ^f the whole. 
Well, when we come to his blessed word, we find 
ourselves not at all mistaken in his character, or dis- 
appointed in our expectations ; for we there read 
that God, as a kind Father, purposed in the coun- 
cils of heaven, even before the world began, tie re- 
demption and salvation of every son and daughter of 
Adam's race. See Eph. i: 9, 10. '* Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times, he 
might gather together, in one, all things in Christy 
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both wbich are in heaven, and which are on earft, 
even in him." Here now is the purpose of God. 
It certainly includes the salvation of all men. This 
2)urpose, Paul calls the mystery of his will. It is 
God's toill then, to save all, " God will have all 
men to be saved and come unto a knowledge of the 
4a^th.*' (Paul.) This mystery was made known 
to the world through Christ and the Apostles. Paul 
speaks of the same subject to Timothy, in the fol- 
lowing language : — ** Who hath saved us, and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and prace, 
which loas given us in Christ Jesus before the world be- 
gan, but is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel." 2 Tim. i : 9 — 1 !• Here then, we see 
that Gx)d both wUled and purposed the salvation oi 
all human intelligences. And can his purpose and 
his will fail, when " The Lord of hosts hath sworn, 
saying surely as I have thought, so shall it cwne to 
pass ; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand." 
Isa.xiv: 24. But 

2d. We find Gk)d's promise harmonizing, in 
every respect, with his declared purpose and unU, 
As soon as " sin entered the world and death by 
sin," the promise to our first parents was, ^* I wifi 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and be* 
tween thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy 
liead and thou shalt bruise his heel." Gen. iii : 15. 
Here sin is personified. It is represented by the 
figure of a. serpent — and a good representation it 
is, for nothing can be more cunning, artful, sly and 
mbtle, than sin. This old devil has been the cause 
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of all the misichief and misery of the world. E& 
poison is always ready as a fountain, and runneth 
continually as in full streams against ^ose pure and 
glorious principles laid down in the Gospel of Jesus. 
It was the devil beguiling St. Paul, that caused him 
to exclaim, — "O, wretched man that I am, who 
shall save me from this dead hodj/,** Adam and 
Eve were tempted by him ; Cain and Judas were 
tempted by him ; and ** every man is tempted " by 
him, *' when he is drawn away of his own lusts 
and enticed." But his reign must ultimately 
be brought to an end. For God hath promised 
that bis heed shall be crushed. His body will then 
die, and his abominable works shall be known no 
more forever. In fulfillment of this precious prom- 
ise, the Apostle declares — "For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested that he might destroy 
the works of the devil." 1 John iii: 8. And 
again, ** Forasmuch then as the children are partak- 
ers of flesh and blood, he (Christ) also, himself 
likewise took part of the same ; that through death 
he might destroy him that hath the power of death, 
that is the devil, and deliver those who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 
Heb. ii: 14, 16. 

God also repeated this same promise to Abraham, 
and renewed it to Isaac and Jaoob> in the following 
language — " In thee shall all the farmlies of the 
earth be blessed." Gen. xii: 3. Again, **Inthy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." 
Gen. xxviii: 14. Now from Acts iii: 25, 26, we 
learn that Peter understood this promise as refer 
ring to the salvation of the whole human family 
from sin— «*ye are the children of the prophets 



and of the corenast which Gbd made vi<lh our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed shall 
ALL THE KiNDBfiDS of the earth be blessed. Unto 
you first, God having raised up his Son Jesus^ sent 
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities." We all know that men are not 
purified in this world ; but they will be when the 
salvation of Christ has accomplished its perfect 
work — the devil, death and hades destroyed, and 
the kingdom delivered unto the Father, that *' God 
may be all in all." 

3rd. God hath not only mlled, purposed, prom- 
ised, and provided the means for ihe salvation of 
all, but he hath expressly and repeatedly declared 
by the mouth of his inspired servants, that all shall 
be saved. Indeed this is the general voice of the 
Gospel. And why should it not be, when GOD 
hath purposed and promised and put in operation 
the means, by imparting of his own power and wis- 
dom, for the accomplishment of his purpose ? Who 
shall stay his almighty arm or check the progress 
of his glorious work ? And is it not enough to 
know that Qod hath willed and purposed ? Can 
we doubt the result ? Many Christians do doubt, 
and talk as if the sins of man were sufficient to 
overthrow the whole grand work of a world's re- 
demption — render void the suflTerings, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, and entirely destroy the sys- 
tem of grace and salvation which an almighty and 
infinitely-wise Jehovah had devised from before the 
foundation of the world. We must therefore pre- 
sent such with the plain declarations of Scripture, 
directly from the mouth of God's own servants, in 
proof of this sentknent. 
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And Ist. We find by reference to, the language 
of the Psalmist (ii: 8th,) that Jesus, as a moral 
ruler, is in possession of all things, or all men. 
''Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen for thy 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession." Again, John iii : 36. ** The Father 
loveth the Son and hath given all things into his 
hand." Now Jesus positively declares (John vi : , 
37) '* ALL that the Father giveth me^ shall come to 
me ; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out." How many had the Father given him ? 
All. Then all will finally come to Christ. Jesus 
continues in the following verses: — "For I came 
down from heaven not to do mine own will but the 
will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's 
will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing , but should raise it 
up again at the last day." Here then we see, 1st, 
Christ in possession of all men — ^d, all are to come 
to him — 3rd, He will lose none which God hath 
given him ; but, 4th, will raise them up at the last 
day. And what is all this but Universalism ? 

**Ah, but," says the reader, "he vnll raise them 
up from the grave only to cast them down to an 
endless hell !" Indeed, if he cast them down to 
an endless hell, will they not then be lost ? He is 
to "lose nothing** you must remember. Moreover, 
if you suppose that Jesus will raise men only to 
hurl them into" an endless hell, let me assure you, 
in the language of our Lord to the Sadducees, who 
had no faith in the resurrection — "Ye do err not 
knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God, for 
in the resurrection they neither many nor are given 
in marriage, but are as the angeh cf &od in heaven,'^ 



Matt xxii ; 29, 30. Now all whom Christ shall 
raise, will, of course, exist in the resurrection state, 
and will, be as the angels qf God in heaven; having 
been changed by the ''power of God." Will 
Christ then hurl these angehc beings down to the 
regions of the damned ? and if so, can that be 
Gospel — good news to all men? Do you yet doubt 
that aH will be raised ? If so, let Paul speak. 
"As in Adav* all die, EVEN SO in Christ shall 
ALL BE MADE ALIVE," 1 Cor. XV I 22. Do you Say 
that Paul here referred to a spiritual death and 
resurrection ? I answer — ^have it so, if you please. 
Then see what it will teach you — simply that all 
who died spiritually in Adam, are to be made alive 
spiritually in Christ ; not otd of him. And to be 
in Christ is to become a new creature. But do 
you say that the death and resurrection are literal? 
I answer, then, that all are to be brought up from 
the tomb who go down there; and when raised, 
they shall ^^ equal unto the angels of God in h-eaven, 
being the children (f the resurrection. And what is 
this but Universalism ? To be sure it is a wicked 
doctrine in the opinion of a great many Christians, 
but choose which hewn of the above dilemma* you 
may, and you find the Savior of 4lie world and St. 
Paul attesting to its truth. 

Again : Christians generally agree in saying that 
the resurrection will be universal. They agree too, 
with Paul when he says that *' this mortal must put , 
on immortality /" i. e^ that in the resurrecticai state 
all will be immortal ; but though they agree with 
him in relation to these two subjects they do not con- 
cerning another qf infinitely more importance. For 
while they say that millions upon millions of Uie 
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human race will be raised from the quiet shimben 
of the tomb only to be rendered eternally and tw- 
mortaliy wretched, Paul speaks concerning the mat- 
ter as follows : " But some man will say, how are 
the dead raised up. and with what body do they 
come V* He answers, ** Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened except it die ; and that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that 
ikall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat or 
some bther grain ; but Gk>d giveth it a body as il 
hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body* 

So also is the resurrection of the dead : 

It is sown in corruption, it is raised- in twcorruption, 
it is sown in dishonor, raised in glort ; it is sown in 
weakness, raised in potoer; it is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body, and 

as. we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. '' (See ]5th 
Cor. ; read the whole chapter.) Webster says to be 
glorious is to be " resplendent in majesty and divine 
attributes." Here, then, all men are represented 
in the resurrection state to be direct the reverse of 
what they are m the present world, namely, ''in- 
corruptible," "spiritual," "powerful," "heaven- 
ly," and ** resplendent in majesty and divine attri- 
butes.** Query — Are these the bein^ doomed to 
take up their abode in the infernal regions, there to 
be the sport of demons and damned spiiits during 
the boundless ages of eternity ? If not, just point 
out the chapter and verse where St. Paul speaks of 
such m the resurrection state. 

I again affirm that the gfeneral voice of the Qm^ 
pel is, that Chrnt will be mstrumental in the salva- 
tkm of ALL. Notlung is there said about his savings 



A pari -^-hat instead we read as follows, ''And 1m 
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached 
unto you : whom the heaven jnust receive until the 
times of the restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all hi^ holy Prophets since 
the world began." Acts iii: 20, 21. Yes, the 
Prophets, as well as the Apostles, testified to this 
glorious truth. Again, we read, '* We have heard 
him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Savior^*— qf what f The elect ? or such^as 
believe in a certain creed? No— no I ** THE 
SAVIOR OF THE WORLD 1" John iv: 42. 
** Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be unto all people'' Luke ii: 10. 
** He gave himself a ransom fcx all, to be testified 
^ due time." 1 Tim. ii : 6. '' But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
Bufifering oi death, crowned with glory and honor, 
that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man," Heb. ii : 9. "And he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and not for ours only, but for th£ 
sins of the whole world. 1 John ii : 2. '' He shall 
see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied.'' 
Isaiah liii: 11. Will Christ be satisfied to behold 
millions upon millions of those for whom he s|Mlt 
his precious blood, sink into an endless hell ? 

But we are assured by the Savior himself that 
none will go down there, but all finally be drawn 
up to heaven and to glory. John xii : 32. "And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto fM,*' The same sentim^ii is taught m th€ 
viMon of Peter. That a^ men came down from 
heaven ; are all eneiroled in the kind care of Qod 
while oia earth; and that *'M will he drawn up 
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a^ain into heoofen,** Acts x : 10, 15. Such is tke 
grand theme of the glorious Gospel. It embraces 
a world as its object I Reader, do you believe? If 
so, you can rejoice, as did tlae Apostle, when in 
possession of the same blessed truth, ** with a joy 
unspeakable and full of glory,** But would your 
joy be full if you really beUeved that one single 
human being would be eternally lost? Oh, 
no ! For where woidd be the assurance that that 
su'ffering soul would not be yourself or your own 
dear child. What joy must have fiUed the soul of 
John, the Revelator, when, by the help of God, he 
was able to exclaim, *'And eyery creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that there are in 
them, heard I, saying, Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne and unto the Lamb, forever and ever." 
Rev. V : 13. And when he was able to make the 
bold, the life-giving declaration, that " Ood shall 
vdpe avHxy all tears from their eyes ; and thsbjb 
SHALL BE NO MORB DBATH, neither sorrow nor crying, 
neit/ier shall there be any more pain ; for the former 
things are passed away." Rev. xxi : 4. Oh, how 
much mental anguish has the terrible doctrine of 
eternal sorrow — eternal weeping — eternal pain — 
eternal death — caused in this otherwise fair world 
of ours I But here, thanks be to him who hath 
given us the assurance, that terrible doctrine is now 
and forever contradicted. It can not be true, unless 
Grod himself is false. For hath he not here decWed 
t^t the time shall come when there shall be no 
UOSLR sorrow, crying, " pain, or death ?" Yea, hath 
h^ not aA»onmile oath to tbjs trui^ of this heavenly 
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doekine, in a manner so plam that there can be no 
misunderstanding ? 

Eeader, you will believe your neighbor, in whom 
you place confidence, when he makes a statement 
under oath : Why, then, should you disbelieve your 
kind Father in Heaven, when he declares, sayii^, 
" I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of 
my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
that imto me every knee shall bow, every tonyve shall 
swear ; surely shall say in the Lord have I right- 
eousness AND STRBNQTH." Isaiah zlv : 23, 24. 
Now, put this by the side of Heb. vi : 18, and you 
will see that it is impossible that Christ shall not 
save all. " Wherein God willing more abundantly 
to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability 
of his council, c^ifirmed it by an oath ; that by two 
immutable things, in which ii was impossiUefor Ood 
to He, we might have a strong consolation, who have 
.fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us ; which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth to that 
within the vail, whither Jesus, the forerunner, is for 
us entered." Here Ood first makes oath to the 
doctrine of universal salvation, and then Paul 
afiirms that it is impossible for God to lie; which 
makes it po^tively certain that every individual 
of the vast fiunily of Adam will yet be purified 
and made spotless in the blood of the Lamb, and 
be brought to exclaim, ** In the Lord have I right- 
eousness and strength** Thus we see, by these re- 
peated declarations of the servants of God that the 
purpose of God will surely be accomplished. 

4. But we should not be so strong in our faith 
were it not for the assurance that this whole grand 
6 



wotk B to fye done purely bjr the «bacs or Gk». 
It does not depend upon ^e works of poor feeble, 
sinful man^ ** By grace are ye saved/' " This is 
tbfe recoird, thai Qod hath chvbn to %i8 eternal li/e, and 
tki9 lifr is in his ton,'* 1 John, v: 11. '<Not 
acoorckng to our own works, but according to his 
own purpose and ffrace which were given ;" and 
saith the pioos Watts, 

<< Grace first contrived the w^y 
To save rebellious man. 

* » « * » 

Grace aH ihe work shall crowB^ 
Through evedisptinf days ; 
It lays in heaven the top-most stone, 
And well deserves the praise.*' 

As I before remarked, God's grace is infinite. .It 
h a shoreless, boundless ocean. It 

" Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent,*"' 

Upon tins grace » every man depend^it for eternal 
salvation, ^d as it is infinite aad will extend to 
all, all will be saved and its work be complete. But, 
says the reader, will it extend to the sinner ? Will 
sinners ever be ** saved by the grace of God?" 
But, my dear friend, where is the man who is n^ a 
nnner ? Show me that man, and I will show you 
one who has no need of God's grace. Paul, and 
Peter, and John, are saved. They were sinners, 
and they were ** saved by grace." But, say you, 
**1 alluded to the wicked, abandoned prc^igate — 
the daring offender against God." Oh, yes, I un- 
derstand you now. You are a little sinner, and you 
bare no doubt but God's grace will be si^cient fer 



pm, Four kt^^AioT is a gretA smnert^ aitd, there*- 
fore, ** eatirely beyond the reach of mercy." Listen 
to the langtiage of Paul — ** This is a faithful say- 
ing and worUiy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesuft 
oaame into the w«»rld to save mvnarSy of whom I am 
chief, *^ Paul was once a '' daring offender agauist 
God'* — the chief of sinners ; and yet he was saved 
by grace. Why, then, may not eil sinners be saved 
— the work of grace be perfect, and a world of 
wandering, sinful prodigals brought up around the 
throne of l^e hvii^ Eather, to praise him in con- 
cert forever and ever? Bless^ be his glorious 
name, we have the assurance from the lips of his 
own inspired servants that it shall be even so. 
Hearken to the language of this same servant of 
Gk)d who was once so great a sinner ; and as you 
consider, let gratitude fill your soul. 

** Therefore, as by the offense of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even so by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of Hfe. Por as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners ; so 
by the obedience erf one shall many [the same 
number] be made righteous. Moreover, the law 
entered that the offense might abound; but where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound ; that <m 
»vn hath reigned unto deaths even so might oracb 
REIGN through righteouene&s unto sternal life hy 
Jesus Christ our JxyrdJ* Rom. y : 18 — 21. " Thus 
we find," says Dr. Clarke, in his comments upon 
this passage '' that the salvation from sin here, is 
as extensive and complete as the guilt and contami- 
nation of sin; Death is conquered — HeU disap- 
poiaisd-^ths Devil eonfoimded, and sin totally 
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db8trot)bd. Here is glory to Him ^at loved ns 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
has made us kings and priests to God and his 
Father to whom be glory and dominion forever and 
ever, Amen! Hallelujah! The Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth ! Amen and amen ! " 

'< Hail, all-triamphant hour 
In which my Savior rose ! 
The grave has lost its power ; 

My soul, forget thy woes. 
Widely he'll spread his oracc abroad, 
And safely guide a world to Gk>d." 



" Why does your face, ye humble souls. 
Those mournful colors wear ? 
What doubts are these that waste your faith. 
And nourish your despair 7 

What though your mighty guilt beyond 

The wide creation go. 
And hath its strong foundations laid 

Deep as the shades below 7 

See, here an endless ocean flows 

Of never-failing ^race I 
Behold, a dying Savior's veins 

The sacred flood increase ! 

It rises high, and drowns the hills^ 

Has neither shore nor bound ; 
Now if we search to find our sins, 

Our sins can ne'er be found. 

Awake, our hearts, adore the grace 

That buries all our faults, 
And pardoning blood, that swells above 

Our follies and our thoughts !" Watts 
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Header, here's the salvation of God, by Jesus 
Christ, in all its glorious fullness. I told you in 
the very beginning of my remarks, that I might 
diflfer from you in relation to its extent Kow, if 
you " limit the Holy One of Israel," the diflference 
IS not particularly between you and me, but between 
you and the Prophets, Christ and the Apostles. 
And which party do you think is most likely to be 
right ? I leave you to settle this question, and to 
reconcile the whole matter as you best can ; with a 
sincere prayer to God that he may lead you into the 
truth ; that you may see and adore his lovely char- 
acter — trust in his grace for eternal salvation, and 
have a hope, which will never fail you under any 
of the dispensations of Providence, but which will 
constantly and forever prove "as an anchor to the 
soul both sure and steadfast/' 



GHAPTER VI. 



OBJECTIONS OOKSIDSRED. 



Ik the preceding chapters, I have endeavored to 
show from the Bible that the salvation of Christ is 
not a salvation from hell in eternity, or from any 
merited punishment, but from evils to which we are 
exposed in the present world. I have spoken on 
the subject of special or conditional salvation ; and 
lastly have shown that the doctrine of the u^envxit- 
8AL REDSMPTiON of man from all sin and suffering is 
a plain and positive doctrine of the inspired word. 
We rejoice in this truth. It is a glonous one — 
filling the soul with peace. 

We come now to answer some of the leading 
objections which we can conceive to exist in the 
minds of some who may have perused what we 
have written. 

Objection 1. We can conceive of the objector's 
saying — The writer has made many statements in 
this pamphlet about hell — and has labored hard to 
make it appear that it is not a place of misery in 
another world — and that wicked men do not go 
there at, or after death. Now, my Bible informs 
me that "The wicked shall be turned into hell" 
(sheol) "and all the nations that forget God." 
Very well, my friend; my Bible rea£ just so. 

i 
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This is: the bngaage of the Psaknisi.* Ajid wha^ 
does it prove ? Does it say that sheol is in the eter"* 
aal world? I^o! Does it say that the wicked 
shall remain there duration without end ? No 1 
Does it intimate that they shall be tormented there 
at all ? No. WeU, what ]:ight have you to infer 
that David meant what he cdd not say ? Now he 
says absolutely *' that the wicked shaU be turned 
into hell." And suppose shsol is the place of 
endless sufifering, who will be saved ? Will the 
heathen nations ? Not one of them. Will all Chris* 
tians? No, not one out of a thousand. Who is 
there, that is not at times wicked ? Who does not 
forget God? Is not our own nation, with all its 
boasted rights, liberties and religion, forgetting God ? 
Look at the injustice of many of oig: laws^ and the 
moral corruption of men in high places, and an- 
swer. Then all must be turned into hell ; and y^- 
w^T^diX .salvation is falser but imiversal damncution 
true. Now this proves too much. No sect of Chris- 
tians will agree to it, for the world is gcitting to be 
very liberal upon this subject. A paper of the 
baptist denomination, says — ''It is evident, clearly 
80 from the Bible, and ere long we will make it 
manifest, that hell will be but a dark speck in crea- 
tion — the number in heaven redeemed through 
Christ, will exceed the lost in hell, as the sea ex- 
ceeds the drop in the bucket." This is whittling 
the matter down to a point — -and ^i. point is next to 
nothing. A mere speck — no more in comparison 
than a drop to the vast ocean. This editor would 
do well to go one step farther — blot that "speck" 

• Psalm iz: 17. 
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out of existence, and thus preserve the glory of 
God's character in its perfection. 
^ But to return. We have already shown you that 
all critics agree in saying that shed literally signi- 
fies the grave — figuratively a state of darkness^ 
doubt, and trouble.* In the text under considera- 
tion it is used in the latter sense, and is expressive 
of the judgments of God on the heathen. Read 
the context carefully. By those judgments they 
were to be harassed, and finally cut off from the 
earth, and many of them turned into the literal 
grave. Reader, are you in the ways of iniquity ? 
Bo you love sin ? Is cursing and bitterness found 
in your mouth? then your "steps take hold on 
hell" — yea, you are "turned into hell." Well 
did Dr. Clarke remark, that the " sinner has hell in 
his own bosom." And Dr. Beecher never declared 
a plainer truth than the one when he said — ** could 
we see all the misery endured by the abandoned in 
the city of Boston for a single night, we should see 
hell enough." 

And now to put this matter to rest, — to convince 
the reader that sheol can not be a place of endless 
misery, I will just state, 1st, that "Jonah cried out 
of the belly of 'hell " f (sheol.) He was not in hell 
in another worid, but in a state of trouble, in tlie 
belly of a great fish. God heard his cry and de- 
livered him. 2d. David declares, " The pains of 
hell (sheol) gat hold upon me " J — could this be the 
pains of hell in eternity ? Let the Psalmist answer. 
" Great is thy mercy toward me, and thou kast 



* See pages 30 and 31 of thii work. f Jonah 11 : 3. 

tPsalm cxvi : 3. 
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detdvered my ioul from the lowest hell " (sheol.) Now 
here's one soul at least, that had been in hell, eveii 
the lotoest hell, and was delivered. Is this hell, 
then, a place of endless torment ? Let God himself 
answer, by the mouth of Hosea — ** O Sheol /will 
BE THY DESTRUCTION 1 " * Not that he woTild per- 
petuate it during the endless rounds of eternity, a 
receptacle of the souls of his own children, created 
after his own likeness and in his own image. 

Objection 2. But, says the objector, our Savior 
himself declared, saying, " These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eter- 
nal,** f This passage is often quoted as an unan- 
swerable argument against Universalism ; and I may 
add, with much truth, that it lies at the very foun- 
dation of the doctrine of endless misery. Remove 
it, and that whole fabric is shaken to its center. In 
noticing it, I shall briefly consider a few questions. 

1st. ** These shall go away." Who are signified 
by the term these ? 2d. Wlien was this punishment 
to be inflicted ? 3d. What is its nature i 4th. Con* 
sider the term everlasting : and, 5th. The object of 
all punishment. 

1st. Who are signified by the term these? I an- 
swer the devil and his emissaries, spoken of in verse 
41. "Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." ThS 
Greek woi*d diabolos, rendered devil, signifies an 
adversai-y, accuser, or enemy, and is, in Scripture, 
very often applied to human beings. See 1 Tim. 
lit : 11, where slanderers is a translation of diabolos. 
In Titus, the aged women are exhorted not to be 

• HoMaxiii: 14. f Matt, zzv > 46. 
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dev^s, or» as it is rendered, falM mocusem^ ** Vijvm 
not I chosen j&a tweke and one of you is a depilJ* 
Judas was an emm^ to Jesus; and in the sanoe 
sense, the leading enemies of Christ were called the 
devH, Bey< ii : 10. Here certainly the power by 
which Christians were east into pritson, is called the 
devil. The '' devil and his angels/' then, were the 
lefuiing Jews and their emissaries ; and these were 
the persons who were to " go away into everlasting 
pun^ment." 

2. When was this to take place? I answer: 
** when the s(^ of man should come in his glory." 
See verse 31, and compare it wilh Matt, zxiv : 30- 
34. Bead the whole chapter in connection with the 
25th chapter. Here we are instructed that Christ 
was to come in his glory with all his holy angels 
jpuRiKQ THAT GENERATION. Verse 34. "Verily I 
eay unto yau^ this generation ahatl not pass tUl aU 
these things be fulfilled J^ See also Mark viii : 38, 
and ix : 1. ** VerUy I say unto you, that there be 
some of them that stand here, which shall not tanU 
qf death, till they have seen the kingdom of God 
come with power." See also Luke ix: 26, 27 — 
Matt, xi : 27, 28, which incontrovertibly fixes the 
time of this cosung of the Son of man to the gene- 
region in which he liwd. It was then that the true 
believers in Christ (the sheep) should be placed on 
the right hand, and the wicked Jews (the goats) on 
the left. And then it was that the latter were to be 
driven away into everlasting ^r^ or punishment (for 
they b(^ mean the same thing,) while the former 
were to enjoy life eternal* But, 

3. What ** punishment," what **fire" is this? 
There is but one answer to this <][ueation- We have 



ikeadf aUndecl tathe anbjeei. See pagw f9 awl 
30 of thia work. It is tiie same Jin wlnkk waa 
kindled in J^rusakai. The same spoken c^ by 
Eaekiel xzii: 19^2^ <'I will gather you, rtha 
'' devil and his angels"] into the midst (^ Jerusalen^ 
.... and blow upon tou in the fire oi my wrath, 
aad ye skall he meked in the nUdii tkem^.*' ''For 
Mtf LordU fip$ is in Zkm and his furnace in Jer«* 
MUimJ* Isaiah j^ud: 9. Kow the anient proph- 
ets^ and modem leTiyalists do not all agree con- 
oevning this matter. The fc»rmer positively declar- 
ing tiiatthe Lord's "/«/' and *'/i#rwo«" wew in 
"2to»'^ and JiruB»tem' — or in '' QehewM,^^ and 
**Toph^i'- while the latter as strenuously affirm that 
they are in the eternal world. In Matthew ziii : 42, 
we read of this same Jnrnace — "And shall cast 
them/' (theenenuesof Christ,) " into & furnace cf 
fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
See also Jer. zvti : 27. " But if ye will not hearken 
«nto me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear 
a burden, even enterii^ in at the gates of Jerusar 
lem on the Sabbath day, then will I kindle afaee vtk 
ike paiee thereof, and it ekall devour the palacee qf 
Jeruealetn, and ii ekall not be quenched," 

Here then is the fire — the punishtnent spoken o( 
in the texts under consideration. It was a national 
judgment* which came upon the Jews in about 
thirty or forty years after the death of Christ, as I 
before remarked. Their beautiful city, with all its 
splendor and greatness was literally devoured by 
ih» flames — its veiy foundations were {toughed up, 
and its miserable ii^abitanta, either put to death 
and cast into " tophet " or driven away into everiaet- 
ii^ puniekmnik JosephnA infonna us that these 



were, doling the whole war with the Bomafi»» fio 
less than nin^-aeven thousand of the Jews carried 
away captive and doomed either to perpetual banish' 
meni or imprisonment ; besides the eleven hundred 
thousand who perished in the siege by starvaiwn, 
hjfire, and by the sword. But, 

4th. They were driven away into ** everktstinp^ 
punishment " or "Jire," says the objector. What 
of the term everlasting ; and does it not denote du- 
ration wiUumt end T Let us look at the subject care- 
fully. This is the only place in all the instructions 
of Christ and the Apostles where the word everlast- 
ing is used in connection with the i&tm punishment. 
Will the reader take special notice that the terms 
*' endless punishment " — ** eternal death " — ^ " un* 
ending torments " — ** endless humings,^ or any thing 
of the same import which are so frequency used by 
ministers at the present day, are not to be found 
recorded in holy writ. But it is everlasti/ng punish- 
ment. Let it also be distinctly noticed, that the 
whole system of endless misery rests upon the pre** 
supposition that the terms cpon, aiomoSf aionion, 
dsc.f translated everlasting, <&c., denote duration 
toUhout end. And we do not deny but they have 
this signification when applied to things that are in 
their nature strictly endless. But all learned critics 
agree in saying that they never should be so taken 
without such applicatif n is made of them. 

Let me here also remark distinctly, that in order 
positively to prove the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment from the terms everlasting, <&c., it must of neces- 
sity be shown that they do invariably and without 
a single exception, denote duration without end. 
When used m the word of God. For every candid 
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mod mast admit that if they ever hard a linuM 
Mgnification to be consistent with the character of 
our heavenly Father and the de»gn of punishment^ 
they c^tainly would when applied to ptmkbmml. 
Well, now, if the reader is at aU conversant with 
the Scriptures, he knows that this term is often ap- 
plied to things of a temporal, and consequently of a 
Umited nature. Let us look for a moment. 

First, we are assured that the term ason can not 
always mean endless, from the fact that it is some- 
times used in the plural. £xod. xv: 18. The 
literal signification of which is, according to all 
critics, " The Lord shall reiffn from oeon to cbow," 
AND FARTHER, Matt, xii ! 32, '* And whosoever," 
&c., '< it shall not be forgiven him neither in this 
ao» [or o^e,] nor in that which is to come." This 
can not mean in this eternity , nor that which is to 
come. 

Again : Christ said to his Apostles, (Matt, zzviii : 
20,) "I am with you alway, even imto the end of 
the OMm** or age; not the end of eternity. And so 
in Exodus jil : 15, it is positively stated that Aar<m's 
sons should surely he established in an svERLASTiNa 
priesthood. Now if the wwd surely had been pre- 
fixed to the word everlasting, in the text under con- 
sideration, how completely unanswerable would be 
deemed the argument which it would then comprise 
in favor of the endlessness of punishment. " Why/' 
the objector would exclaim, *' God hath positively 
declared, saying, These shall surelt go away into 
EVERLASTING puniskm£nt /" And we should answer, 
Yes — and so did he positively declare, saying, 
'* And thou shalt anoint them as thou didst anoint 
their father, that they may mmister unto me m th«» 
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{n40Bt*s offioe; far Itieir uncwiiting lEAiall jraauBjr li 
/or ixn wjsSLLkamm pribstsgoo. " Tbe la;ttor 
phnne k eeitainly just as d^iiinite and positiTe «t 
ihe lomer ; and yet vtheA we tarn to Hek tu : If, 
we learn that this priesthood, which was ^trefy to 
be an everlasHn^ prieMood, came to an end near 
two thousand years ago. ^'For the prieetkoods 
BEING CHANOBO, there is made of necessity also a 
change of the law." See also, verse xvitt, ** For t^re 
is verily a dkanrndling of t^ oommandfloent guying 
before for the weakness and unpro^tablexiess of it/' 
We see, then, from these few .instaaees, that Uie 
term everhttinp, as used m Scripture, does not 
always dmiete duration without end. * Sometimes 
a longer and sometimes a shorter period is specified. 
The above promise was made by God cooeerning 
Aaron aad his sons, in the year of the world 2 51 4. 
The Levitical priesthood terminated at the intro- 
duction of the Gospel dispensation ; hence st stood 
fourteen hundred and ninety years. Fourteen hun- 
dred and ninety years, th^i, is an BVERLASTiirii 
period. This is one of the longest peiiods desig- 
nated by tlus term ; but yet it is not Ein>Lsss. The 
idea of endless suffering is what I am now com- 
bating. I never can believe tiiis terribly cruel sen- 
timent. It is alike rey olting to every principal of 

* We must always he flfoverned by the connexion in which 
this word is found and the subject to which it is applied, in 
judging of the length of time it denotes. When applied to 
Qod, vtrtite, hve, or goodn^s, or any thing that is strictly 
endiew in its nature, it must denote luxation without end. 
But when applied to the deoU, to sin, or its consequences^ it 
would be doing injustice to the use of language, and the 
most obvious philosophical truths, to say it signified crnlim- 
Ited or eniUeis dnrstloB. 
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waebB. mud jostioe, and slioc&ing to everj feeling of 
merey aad compassion. The objector may tell me, 
if he will, that G<5d will drive his intelligent crea- 
tures away into a punishment that must 1^ endured 
for the space of fourteen hundred and ninety years, 
and I should think it most lovely, reaaonabU, and 
merctful, when compared with the sentiment of 
ceetseless misery. And yet, even if this were true, 
and if there be love in heaven, angels would weep 
in consequence of so much suffering. 

5. Endless pain is incongruous mtih the desioh 
of punishment. AH punishment has;^the good of 
the creature punished in view. ** Punishment is the 
infliction of pain in consequence of a neglect or viola- 
tion of duty, with a view to ^rrbct the evil.* 
Every earthly parent acts on this principle when he 
corrects his children. And it is the law which regu^ 
lates heaven, in Hie infliction of its chastisements. 
Saith Paul, (Heb. zii: 11,) "No chastening for 
^e present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fnuts of righteousness unto them which are exer- 
dsed thereby." Suppose now that the chastise- 
ments of Gbd were endless, could the creature be 
ben^itted? — oould the evil be corrected ? — could the 
sufferer afterward yield the peaceable fruits of right' 
eousness ? Again : 

6. All will acknowledge that there is no need of 
the ii^ction of pain after the creature has been 
broi^ht to a genuine repentance ; for the work of 
punishment is then completed. Now I ask the 
objector in all candor ; suppose, as you believe, 

*8aittli>im Divine Oovenimont, page 154. 
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^ere is a hell of fire prepared in the nether woiid for 
the '* devi) and his angels," into which human he* 
ings are plunged at death or after ; would not the 
sutferings of that terrible place be likely to work a 
genuine repentance in a period of fourteen hundred 
and ninety years, if ever / Oh, who could endure 
those soul-racking tortures even for one hundred 
years and not repent in dust and ashes of the sin 
committed? And if a genuine reformation takes 
place in this space of time, why continue to visit the 
soul with pains, — terrible, inconceivable pains for 
milUons and millions of centuries? Who will it 
benefit ? God ? No ! The poor sufferer ? No ! 
for there will be no end to his wretchedness. Says 
one of the most respected advocates of the doc- 
trine of endless torment, when dwelling upon this 
subject, ****** How dismal will it be, when 
you are under these racking torments, to know as- 
suredly that you never, never shall be delivered from 
them 1 to have no hope, when after you have worn 
out a thousand more such ages, yet you shall have I 
no hope, but shall know Uiat you are not one whit , 
nearer the end of your torments, * * * * that j 
your souls, that have been agitated with the wrath | 
of God all this while, yet will still exist to bear mor#f 
wrath, and that your bodies, which shall have beet 
burning all this while in these glowing flames, j4 
shall not have been consumed, but will rema* 
through an et^nity yet, which shall not have be 
at all shortened by what shall have been past"^ 

Oh, my God ! Art thou, indeed, the Author 
these dreadful torments ? Canst thou be; all be 

* Edwardi' Discoaiw on hell tormcntfy page S 
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tiM and gimous as thou art? Avaimt! thou 
fiendish thought ! Enter not my soul ! Would'st 
tbon rob me of iir Fathsr? Would'st thou sap 
the very foundation of all my joy ? If I cherished 
thee in my heart, how could I raise my eyes to 
heaven in confidence ? How could I longer trust in 
him whose "hand hath held me up," and whose 
'' rod and whose staff have comforted me ?" How 
could I believe that the mercy of the Lord endureth 
forever — that "he afflicteth not willingly," and 
that he *'will have compassion according to the 
multitude of his tender mercies ?" 

Again: I ask who will these cruel sufferings 
benefit ? And why inflict them if the work of re- 
pentance is complete ? Of one thinff I am certain, 
namely : If the sinner is thus visited with endless 
PAINS, RSVEN6B wiU prompt the work. What is 
revenge ? It is the (friction of pain in consequence 
(if the commission of ir^uryy with a view to qrat- 
iFr A MALIGNANT PAsafOK."f And what else can 
move an infinite God to inflict endless pains ? 
Hath he not the power to annihilate the sinner, o€ 
convert him into a saint in the twinkling of an eye ? 
And would he not do it, if he were really ooob, 
rather than to visit him with ceaseless tortures ? 
How is it with you, friendly reader ? Answer me, 
now — or rather, answer your own oonsgiengs! 
Would you not do as much as this had you the 
power ^ Would you not grant the poor sinner the 
boon of annihilation ? Yea, would you not exert 
all the ener^es of your soul for his best good ? 
Most certainly, I know yon would. And yet, yoa 

f Smith on Divino Oovertmieiit^ p«ge IM 
6 
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say that jour God will not. Thus saying that you 
have compassion but your God has none — you have 
mercy but your Father has none ; you would save 
with an everlasting salvation, while your God would 
damtiio the regions of eternal wretchedness those 
intelligent beings whom he has created and prom- 
ised to bless. 

Now if you are correct in your opinions concern- 
ing the character of God, then does it not assuredly 
follow that he brings this torment upon his offspring 

** TO ORATIFT ▲ MALIGN ANT PASSION.' ' Oh, who Can 

believe this ? And yet it is true, or endless misery 
18 false. 

But, says the objector, in the text you have con- 
sidered, l^e same original word is applied to life 
which is applied to punishment. In the one case it 
is rendered eternal, in the other everlasting. Now, 
say you, if it does not denote duration without end 
when applied to punishment, neither does it when 
applied to life. And moreover, if ** hfe eternal" is 
to be enjoyed in the future state, so also is ** ever- 
lasting punishment" to be endured there. 

I have already shown you that the punishment 
was a national calamity, inflicted undoubtedly for 
the final good of Gbd's people Israel. These were 
the wicked. The righteous were the Christians who 
were saved at the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
who afterward enjoyed great spiritual peace. They 
** shone as the stars in the firmament," for they had 
** passed from death unto life,** Hence they were in 
the enjoyment of the ''Hfe eternal," spoken of in 
the text under consideration, " This is life eternal, 
that they may know thee the only true God and 
Jesus Cluist whom thou hast sent." John zvii : 3. 
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The true believer knows something of God — his 
naiure, his ffrace, and his spirit. ** God is love,'* 
The true Jbeliever is ** swallowed up in love divine." 
** Eternal life " is his to enjoy. Saith the beloved 
disciple, ** We know that wb have passed from 
death unto Itfe because we love the brethren." 
1 John iii : 14. And saith Jesus, '' He that heareth 
my word and believeth on him that sent me hath 
everlasting life and shall not come into condemna- 
tion, but w parsed from death unto life." The orig- 
inal word translated everlasting y in this text, is the 
sa^e as th^ translated eternal in the text under 
consideration. Hence it is clear that our Savior 
had reference to that spiritual life which is ever im- 
parted to the genuine believer, by the fciith and 
hope of the Gospel. This view of the subject ob- 
viates every difficulty. It limits both the blessing 
and the curse to the present world ; harmonizes the 
instruction of the passage with the acknowledged 
attributes of Gk)d, and renders it worthy th^con- 
sideration and reception of every enlightened mind. 

Objection 3rd. If the doctrine of universal 
salvation is true, why did Christ intimate that the 
soul was in danger of being eternally lost. In 
Matt, xvi : 26, 26, he declares, " Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it ; and whosoever wUl lose his 
life for my sake, shall find it. Far what is a man 
profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul ? or whai shall a man give in exchange for 
Ms souir 

Nothing is said in this text about the eternal loss 
of the soul. And we are confidenfthat our Savior 
had no allusion to the immortal state when he ut- 
tered these words. We wiH let Dr. A. Clarke, 
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kowever, explain ihe passage ; wbieh he does in 
the following manner : 

" LoBt his own soul ; or lose his life. On what 
authority many have translated the word psuch^, in 
the 26th verse, life, and in this verse, soul, I know 
not; but am certain it means life in both places. 
If a man should gain the whole world, its riches, 
honors, and pleasures, and lose his Ji/e, what would 
all these profit him, seeing that they can only be 
enjoyed during life,^** 

Objection 4th. BtU whether Universalism is true 
or false, it is an immoral and licentious chctritte 
and there/ore ouffht not to be believed and preaxihed. 

This is a bold assertion. Let us look at it. If 
Universalism is true, its doctrmes are based on the 
religion of Jesus. Is his religion immoral and /»- 
ceniious? If so, it should ''not be believed and 
preached." Again. We deny the assertion that 
our system of faith has an immoral tendency, and 
we ask ; what are the peculiar features which ren- 
der it so ? Oh, says the objector it has nothing to 
restrain the sinner. No devU, no hell, no eternal 
punishment, nothing in the world to fbae ! Why, 
if I believed that there were no hell in another 
world, I would'nt serve my God as I now do ; 1 
would indulge in all manner of sin, and enjoy its 
pleasures for a season, I assure you. Why, it 
would be all as well in ^ end. Ishouid be saved,'' 

Answer. You entirely mistake. You say we 
believe in no devil. Have I not already shown you 
that the devil is the very worst foe of maa. (See 
pages 57 and 58 of this work.) And that he hath 

* Clarke's Connaentaxy ob Matt, xvi : 25> 3^ 



been liie eause of all the miaduef and miserj of 
the world? Had I space, I would a^ain and 
again^ eantion you against the wiles of this adver- 
saiy; for those who listen to his syren voice are 
sure to go down to ML '* Down to hell," say you, 
'^why I thought that you believed in no hell/" 
But have I not shown you that we believe in no 
less than four hells ?* It is even so ! And you 
may rest assured, that as certain as that an effed 
follows a cause, just so certain will your feet " tak« 
hold on hell" if you give way to the voice of th« 
tempter. There is no escape for you. The devH 
tempted Adam — he hstened, and died; — Satan 
made him believe that he would '* noi surely die ;" 
but Grod's word was immutable. It is immutable 
fww — it will ever remam so ; and he hath declared 
saying — " The wages of sin is dbath"— " The soul 
that sinneth, it sh<Sl die*' — '* In the daiy thou eateU 
thereof thou shalt surely die*' — ** Though hand join 
in hcmd, the wicked shall not be unpunished.*' There 
IS no means of escaping the just deserts of sin if 
we remain in its paths. The only way in which we 
can avoid the consequences of sin is by avoiding sin 
itself Then let me speak to your heart, reader, in 
the voice of inspuration — " Turn ye — turn ye^for 
vfhywitt ye die!" 

So we preach ; so we pray for men to believe. 
That punishment is certain — that " there is a God 
who judgeth in tbb sabth" — that **the way of 
the transgressor is hard," and that *' there is no 
peace to the widM" JPumshment, we hold is ih» 
naiural'^ihe eertatu— the necessary consequence 

• Be0p«gMi 02,35. 



of unrestrained indulgence m sin. Gk)d has written 
this law in his revealed word — in the human soul, 
and' in those natural laws which regulate the phjsi* 
oal constitution of man. And if the positive cer- 
tainti/ of punishment will not restrain the wicked in 
their wickedness, we feel sure that they never can 
be restrained by that system of faith which allures 
the guilty soul along the pathway of sin, by repre- 
senting it as yielding sweet and enchanting flowers 
of '' pleasure/' that delight the eye and please the 
mind, and by providing the believer with a sort of 
"bankrupt law," in the shape of repefniance, by 
which he can, at last, escape the just retributions 
of heaven, and secure a passport to the realms oi 
eternal felicity. 

Again : The great lever, by which the moral 
universe will finsdly be raised to heaven and to 
glory is bsnsvolbncb. The Gt>spel of Jesus is a 
system of kindness and benevolence, infinitely more 
beautiful and glorious than any thing the world ever 
witnessed which cMrigmated m the wisdom of man. 
Look at the instructions of Jesus : '' It hath been 
said, thou shalt love thy neighbor and Kate thy 
tnemyJ* These were Pharisaic ideas of moral obli- 
gation. Jesus corrects them as follows : " I say 
unto you love tour enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefuUy use and persecute you : J3r 
that ye may be the children of your Father who is in 
heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evU 
and on Hue s^ood, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the wnjust. For if ye love them [only] who love 
you, what reward have vou? Do not even the 
publicans the same? and if ye salute your brethren 
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oiTLT irbat do ye more Hhan others ? Do not evea 
the publicans ;bo ? Be ye therefore perfeet, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect." * We 
are also commanded not to be overcome of evil, bat 
to *' ovsRGOME EVIL WITH GOOD." This is the true 
principle of moral action with the Christian. And 
the whole life of our dear Redeemer may be re- 
ferred to, to show that '* he lived the precepts which 
he taught." 

And it is by " overcoming evil with good," that 
the affections of the soul can be really won. It is 
^* the love of God thai leadeth thee to repentance** 
** The love of God coTutraineih us:' " We love 
him because he first loved us.** So declares the 
Apostles of Jesus; but yet, men — yea Christians, 
still contend that these sentiments are immoral and 
licentious in their tendency. It will not answer to 
show the sinner the least possible lenity. He must 
be overcome with hard and crud treatment. 

So it is thought by a majority of Christians at 
the present day. But facts speak differently. Be- 
hold the benevolent, the immortal Howard ---the 
very best man, as I verily believe, that has ever 
lived, since the days of the Apostles — ** going 
about," in imitation of his master, ** doing good" 
It is said of him that "he personally visited and 
inspected nearly all the prisons and jails in England, 
Ireland, and Scotland ; and so well was he con- 
vinced thatj^^, brutal treatment, neglect, and undue 
seventy, only serve to harden the heart of the 
offender, and render him more determined in hii 
wickedness, that by his representations to govem- 

»Mittvs4a— 4& 
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i, s gTMt relbrmatioii ira$ «ff«oted in tlie tieaife* 
ment of prisoBers." 

He was the eyer-enduring friend of the unfor- 
tunate — the miserable sinner« *'No matter how 
loiathsome the dungeon, or degraded and hardened 
its inhabitant, his voice of meroy was there heard, 
and his kindness was manifested, as the best means 
of subduing and winning the sinner ; for his famil- 
iarity with, and his conduct toward, victims of aU 
degrees of wickedness, only served to convince him 
that no person was so debased, nor his feelings so 
callous, but that he could be reached and sof^ed 
by Gospel kindness. Blows, chains, starvation, 
neglect, only turned the heart into iron, and utterly 
froze the better feelings of the soul to their deepest 
fountain. But no sooner was the angel voiee of 
Howard heard, and his kindness felt, than the long- 
secJed feelings were opened — the dried up sources 
of tears were filled^ — the waters of sorrow flowed, 
and the heart of sin became radiated with deep 
and undying love for its benevolent visitor."* 

"In 1816 there were nearly three hundred 
women imprisoned in Newgate, Londcm, some un* 
tried, some under sentence of death, some con- 
demned to transpc»rtation, while all were sent there 
for every form and stage of crime. Their condition 
was most deplorable — the daricest wickedness was 
practiced among them — the pockets of visitors 
were robbed by them, — and they w^e so violent^ 
that even the governor of the prison was loth to go 
among them. Mrs. Fry, a benevolent lady of the 
denominati<m' of Friends, on hearing of their oon* 

• Law of Kiadiiie> by Q. W. Moiit(|roniery. 
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iS^xm, was induced to examine th^ situoiioB. 
After this yisit, when writing to a friend, she said, 
'AH I tell thee is a faint picture of the reality ; the 
filth, the closeness of the rooms, the ferocious 
manners, and the abandoned wickedness which 
everything bespoke, are quite indescribable.' In 
1816 she succeeded in associating with herself 
twelve ladies, eleven of them Friends, for the 
avowed purpose of reforming the degraded females 
of Newgate prison. In the execution of this enno- 
Wing object, they put aside all severity, and as- 
sumed the law of loudness, and with hearts over- 
flowing with love for the sinful subjects of their 
care, they commenced the experiment. 

<' In the short period of one mcmth, under the 
admonitions and kindness of these ladies, in con- 
junction Mth the school of knowledge and industry 
which they established, a complete revolution was 
established in Newgate. 

^ The grand jury in London, after their visit to 
Newgate, in 1818, made a 'report to the court at 
the Old Bailey.' .After enumerating the blessings 
produced by the actions of Mrs. Fry and her 
friends, the report says, ' If the principles which 
govern her regulations were adopted toward the 
males as well as females, it would be the means of 
converting a prison into a school of reform; and 
insfead of sending criminals hack to the world hard" 
ened in vice and depravity, they timUd be repentant, 
and probably become tiseftd members of society." 

O what an admission in behalf of the moral 
power of benevolence ! Header, let me assure you 
that the declaration is fSalse which brings agamst 
our faith this accusation — that the inqmrtial good** 
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no8s of God will make men hard, sinful, erael. So 
true as God is merciful, will mercy soften, subdue, 
and win. 

And many clergymen and others, who believe in 
the doctrine of future endless suffering, areSaegin- 
ning to learn the truth of this declaration, and ac- 
knowledge the justness of these views. The Rev. 
Mr. Stockton of Baltimore, Methodist cler^rman, 
is represented as saying recently : — ** / have long 
been convinced that it is entirely unnecessary to preach 
the fears and terrors of an endless hell to dissuade 
men from sin." While Dr. Fuller, another clergy- 
man of the same city, of the Baptist denomination, 
exclaims : — ** In vain do we, who are sent to 
preach the Gospel, surround our pulpits with thun- 
der and Ughtnmg and hell fird; — in vain do we 
tell men of an infinite God, and an infinite law, the 
violation of which will entail endless consequences. 
This has been done again, and again, and again, to 
no effect ! The law can not produce love. This is 
rational. Jjf you wish to engage the affections of a 
fellow being, would you attempt it with severe laws and 
immense penalties? No, no. Love only will 

PRODUCE LOVE 1" 

Never were truer words than these. Every 
principle begets its like. Hatred will beget hatred 
while love will mold \is into its image. It is this 
that we preach. God's infinite love for the world as 
manifested in the gift of his dear 8on, and in his 
promise to bestow eternal life on all his creatures, 
if this will not cause the believer to love God with 
all his heart and his neighbor as himself, then I am 
certain the Gospel contains no element that will pro* 
ducd this effect. 
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Hence the objection that Uniyersalism u immoral 
in its tendency is without foundation. 

Objection 6. '* Well now," says the objector, 
"suppose that all which is written in this Httle book 
is true, and the salvation of the world is certain, 
what is the use of preaching ? Can it alter any 
thing ?" So we might say with reference to Calvin- 
ism which tells us that the number elected to salva- 
tion in Christ is so definite that it is impossible, by 
any effort of nian, to imcrbase or diminish it. 
Now if this doctrine be true, what is the use of 
preaching ? 

Those who preach and pray and expend money 
cnly to save sotds from ?ieU in eternity, and yet 
believe in Calvinism, are exceedingly inconsistent. 
The erection of ^ten thousand churches — and the 
labors of as many missionaries for centuries can 
not add a single soid to the jewels already given 
to the Master. Preaching that doctrine, therefore, 
is worse than doing nothmg ; for while it can save 
none from the world of woe, it makes many 
wretched in the present world. Alas 1 / know i}aa 
to be true by sad experience. 

Wkt/ make an effort in hehaHf of religion if fui^re 
immortal happiness is secure for all f 

How often this question is asked by our opposers. 
Reader, if it has any weight on your mind, let me 
answer it by asking another. Why do you light 
your house or room in the evening ? Are you not 
certain the sun will shine in the morning ? Why not 
-wait ^ill you can have the advantage of the light of 
day, especially when it is so much more brilliant 
ttian your little taper ? 

'' Becaltse,'' say you, " it is unpleasant to g^ope 
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our waj in darkness, even for a single nigbt Then 
there are sometiines important things to be accom* 
plished in the evening, that require light. More- 
over, we might stumble into difOicalty if we were in 
total darkness/' 

And should we not stumble into difficulty in this 
dark world were it not for the light from the Sun of 
righteousness ? Are there not important things to 
be accomplished as we pass along our earthly jour- 
ney that require the light of religion? And if it 
would be unpleasMit to grope our way in darkness 
for a single evening, would it not be very much 
more so to sit in the regions and shadow of death 
all our days, having no knowledge of a higher and 
holier state? always in bondage through fear of 
death ? 

Thanks be to God, future immortal glory is se- 
cured in the counsels of heaven, for you and me 
and all. 

" All o*er those wide extended plains 
Shines one eternal day : 
There God the Sun forever reigns, 
And scatters night away." 

I have faith in this glorious truth. And the 
Gospel which reveals it, is as a lamp to my feet. I 
praise God for tJie lamp. Without it I should be in 
darkness. It was because we need light in iki$ 
towid that the Sun of righteousness arose with heal- 
ing in his beams. Christ came as a li^ht to lighten 
the Gentiles and the glory of his people Isiael. Is 
it not important that we walk by this hght ? There 
are some who choose darkness. How wretohed is 
their condition. No love of God in their souls ; and 
no hope of heavm to dieer them ia the dark Jiour. 
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Eyery man is benefitted by eating wholesoms food 
when hungry. The Gospel is the bread of God. 
It was sent down from heaven to comfort and bless 
man while on earth. It is the water of life — clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of Godand 
the Lamb. " Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters. * * * Wherefore do you spend 
money for that which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and lei 
your soul delight itself in fatness." Isaiah Iv : 1 — 
3. Is the doctrine of endless hell torments and of 
ttie infinite wrath of Almighty God, good ? Will it 
SATISFY ? WiU it delight the soul in fatness. Is it 
the BRBAD of God, and the waters of life, dear as 
crystal? In a word, is it the Gospel? The Gos" 
pel of endless damnation and infinite torath I What 
a thought I There is no light in this doctrine. The 
Boul of the man who believes it, to employ the lan- 
guage of one of its most learned advocates, '' is all 
dark, dark, dark ! '' It strews only desolation in 
the believer's patliway. It affords him no peace. 
It should not be preached. But how different with 
the Gospel in its purity. That spreads an ocean of 
joy, unfathomable and without limits all around the 
human soul. Then why should it not be proclaimed 
and believed? Why should not men expend of 
their means for its dissemination, and use their in- 
fijience for its promotion ? For the last fifteen years 
I have been engaged in this blessed work, and with 
the help of God, I will spend the remnant of my 
days in the same pleasing ^nplojrment, hoping that 
by his grace, I may be the means of leading boom 
of my fellow zaen from darkness to lig^t 
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LBT THOSB WHO BftLIEYB UNIVERSALISM, FROnSSB IX 
BEFOBB THB WORLD AND MAINTAIN IT. 

And now, friendly reader, a word on this subject 
in conclusion. If you trust in God as ** the Savior 
of the world," in the name of all that is true and 
lovely, do not hide your light under a bushel, but 
have the honesty and the independence to acknowf- 
edge your belief before your fellow creatures every 
where. Never be ashamed of God's truth. Young 
man, young woman, I speak to you as well as to 
others. If you believe any system of ethics, poli- 
tics, or religion, to be true, and calculated to advance 
the happiness of man, maintain it, even if all the 
world desert syou. Look at your Savior and his 
disciples. See how firm they were to the truth 
irhen surrounded with enemies, and when all men 
ffere against them. Paul says of the early Chris- 
tians : " They had trial of cruel mocki^igs and 
scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and imprison- 
ment ; they were stoned ; they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword ; they 
wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins ; be- 
ing destitute, afflicted, and tormented : they wan- 
dered in deserts and in mountains, and in dens and 
m caves of the earth." Heb. xi : 36 — 48. 

But in the midst of all this suffering and danger 
they **held fast the profession of their faith!*' 
They never wavered ! They were honest men, and 
willing to sacrifice comfort, peace, the friendship of 
the great, property, and even life, in defense of the 
truth. Oh, how contemptible do some men in our 
time appear, when compared with those devoted 
CbUowers of Christ I Believing one system of reli- 
gion to be God's troth, and yet patronizing another. 
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There are hundreds of men in this city, and every 
where in our country, who have no more confidence 
in the doctrine of eternal sufferinfi^ than they have in 
the Koran ; and yet they subscribe their thousands 
in support of that sentiment. There are others 
who acknowledge privately to their friends that they 
entertain the faith and hope of the Universalist ; 
but how do they ad ? Consistently with their belief ? 
Do they act like honest men ? By no means. They 
attend the gaudy church ; court the favor of its 
devotees ; pay their money in its support, while 
the religion which they really believe is suffering 
for their aid ; yea, is being crushed in the dust o? 
the earth by the hatred of its enemies. Oh, my 
friends, do not thus forsake Christ, who was ever so 
faithful to you, nor be ashramed to own his cause. 

X ou can live but one life on earth, and that should 
be a life of virtue, truth, and usefulness. Who can 
you benefit by cowardice and hypocrisy ? Univer- 
salism is but another name for Christianity. Be 
assured it will yield you joy in life, and peace in 
death. If you five up to its glorious principles, it 
will repay you a thousand fold for all that you can 
do in its behalf. Give it then your strong right 
hand. Take it into your heart — labor zealously 
for its promotion — be willmg to sacrifice something, 
if need be, for its support, and though men scoff 
and deride, and call you by all manner of hard 
names, as they did the blessed Jesus, be assured 
you will enjoy exceeding great peace ; society will 
be blessed by your mfluence — and when life draws 
to a close, you will enjoy the sweet consciousness 
of having accomplished some little good during 
your earthly pilgrimage. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH. 

Mant persons have the impreraion that Unlvenalisti aro 
a sot of infidels, who believe in nothing good in common 
with other Christians. This is a mistake. The true Uni- 
versalist cherishes every thirty that is ffood in all systems 
rejecting only the evil. We organize Churches the same as 
other Christians. We believe in the efficacy of Prayer— - 
in the rites of Baptism and the Lord's Supper — in the 
necessity of a righteous life, and in a proper observance of 
the Sabbath. The following is the Profession of Faith 
adopted by most of our Churches in this country. 

I. We believe in the existence of one God, the 
Creator of the Universe, the Giver of life and every 
blessing, who is infinite in wisdom, power, and 
goodness, and in every possible perfection. 

II. We believe in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, the promised Messiah, and the Savior of the 
world. 

III. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, as being a revelation from God^ 
as containing rules for the regulation of our conduct 
m all the relations and circumstances of life, as 
declaring the character and government of God, 
the rewards of virtue, the punishments of vice, and 
also revealing the great truth of the final reconcUi- 
ation of all things to God, so that He at last shall 
be ALL IN ALL. 1 Cor. XV : 28. 

IV. We believe it to be the duty of Christians to 
meet together on the first day of the week — the 
Christian Sabbath — for public worship ; to seek 
their advancement in knowledge and virtue, by 
reading the Scriptures, and attending to the means 
of grace ; to abstain from vice of every description, 
and to imitate, as far as possible, the perfections of 
God, and the examples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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